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REPORT

fiRoad to Recoveryo
24 November 2023

Leipzig, Germany

Background

In July 2022, the EPP Group Presidency approved the EPP_Group Outreach and
Communication on the Management of the Resilience and Recovery Facility for EPP Mayors,

regional and local representatives that consists of dedicated events throughout Europe and a
High-Level event in Brussels. The series of events is organized under the title fiRoad to
Recovery” .

The events are organized in strong cooperation with the EPP Group in the European
Committee of the Regions (CoR) under the coordination of Siegfried MU R E S AQWairman of
the WG on Budget and Structural Policies, and Vangelis MEIMARAKIS, Vice-Chairman of the
EPP Group responsible for the relations with CoR, as well as with the respective head(s) of
national delegation.

After earlier events in Warsaw, Li s bo n, Z a g r e be fifthaewedt ofKhe Series gk

place in Leipzig, Germany, on 23-24 November 2023 and gathered around 65 local and

regional EPP leaders from Germany.

Thursday, 23 November 2023

The organizers and speakers, together with the German delegation in the European
Parliament, had the opportunity for a first exchange during a working dinner hosted by Daniel
CASPARY MEP, Chair of the of the CDU/CSU Group in the European Parliament.

Daniel CASPARY MEP, Chair of the of the CDU/CSU Group in the European Parliament and
Siegfried MUKBRS AfNhe ERPi Graaip, Chairman of the Working Group for
Budget and Structural Policies, delivered introductory speeches offering thus both the German
and European perspective on the RRF. Throughout the dinner, our speakers engaged into a
debate on various topics related to our event, amongst which the challenges around the RRF
in Germany, the synergy with other funds, and the state of play of the RRF in the countries

best known by our speakers, whilst also giving an overview of our project

epp-outreach@ep.europa.eu - Www.eppgroup.eu



mailto:epp-outreach@ep.europa.eu
http://www.eppgroup.eu/

Friday, 24 November 2023

Welcome

Marion WALSMANN MEP, Vice-Chair of the German delegation of the EPP Group in the

European Parliament, highlighted the need to enhance the competitiveness of German
regions. Disparities still persist and efforts are being made to address them. The RRF serves
as a significant tool to tackle these regional disparities, aiming to promote national
development by strengthening programmes tailored to the needs and potentials of each

region.

«CDU (“eppCoR
(Cepp.  «CDU

Cepp

N_su

0 eppCoR

«CDU

CSU
(“eppCoR
«CDU

epp

4fs Cepp «cDU Come U

(e

:* ROAD TO Leig
RECOVERY 2

“h. Cepp DU Cemc Jcsu




Oliver SCHENK, Chief of the Saxon State Chancellery and State Minister, emphasised the
need to comprehen the RRF and tackle more extensive societal issues. He highlighted the
remarkable economic progressi n t he region (80% of Gesinagran’' s e
German unification. Recen't progess i nclude Leipzig’' s | ogi
automotive industry, and the region becoming a European microelectronics hub. Emphasising
the need for EU-funded investment schemes to enhance competitiveness globally, he called
for reducing bureaucracy, strengthening democracy, and liberating companies from extreme
regulations. From this angle, he outlined three points for collaboration: enabling SME growth,

investing in infrastructure, and enhancing cross-border %cooperation.
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Introductory remarks

Si eqgfri ed NBEBPRAE-@hEIrofthe EPP Group, Chairman of the Working Group for
Budget and Structural Policies, stressed the importance of engaging with regional
stakeholders and private sectors in leveraging the RRF.Hehi ghl i ghted the EPP’
for rural areas and discussed challenges in the recently negotiated EU budget, including
border protection and the need for a Multiannual Financial Framework revision.

Regarding the RRF, he explained its creation as a targeted response to the COVID-19
pandemic, aiming for immediate support and preparation for future crises. He outlined key
areas of focus, including clean energy, digitalization, economic support for SMEs, social
cohesion, public services, and youth investment. He also underscored the importance of
cross-border projects within the RRF context, expressing disappointment in central
governments' national-level focus. He welcomed discussions on cross-border initiatives and
highlighted funding opportunities for renewable energies and energy efficiency projects.
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Keynotes

Johannes HAHN, Commissioner for Budget and Administration, highlighted the significance

of rural-urban interaction and acknowledged the potential in rural areas. Stressing the need to
approach the RRF’ s c o-spdcifit basisfoatheisake/of competiiveressu nt r y
he argued we also need to accept failure as part of the process of trying new things out in the

broader context of exiting a threefold comfort zone: a single-supplier energy provision, US

security guarantees, and cheap technology from China. He praised the successful negotiation

of next year’'s budget , MFEahdluged Gérmany taplay anadtivei on o f
role in this regard regarding support for Ukraine and organised migration. For the sake of the

single market, he also emphasised the importance of corss-border cooperation.
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Sven SCHULZE, Minister for Economic Affairs, Tourism, Agriculture, and Forestry of the

Federal State of Saxony-Anhalt, highlighted his EU commitment, stressing the impact of
Brussels decisions on daily work. Discussing future-oriented tech, he emphasised the
significance of semiconductor and chip industries, citing the European Chips Act. Referencing
the number of jobs in Saxony-Anthalt, he noted the importance of fostering a European spirit

in various tech sectors. He raised concerns about Euroskepticism, emphasising the
importance of unity, collaboration, regional engagement, and collective action for success.

¥ * In the european parliament
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Panel |: Involvement of local authorities in the design and implementation of the

Recovery Plan: lessons learnt

Siegfried MBPRAE-GhHIrof the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working Group for
Budget and Structural Policies, introduced the first panel.




Rob JONKMAN, Alderman of the municipality of Opsterland, Netherlands, Member of EPP-
CoR, highlighted the essential role of local authorities in meeting community needs. The
neglect of their input entails far-reaching consequences like a top-down approach. He
underscored the importance of involving them in decision making and recommended EPP
measures such as strengthening the subsidiarity and partnership principles in the EU Treaties.
He cautioned against centralisation, advocating instead for a sustained focus on multilevel
governance and partnerships through dialogue and collaboration. He affirmed his dedication
to contributing to the CoR for the active involvement of local and regional authorities.

(\eppCoR

Franz-Josef WILLEMS, Managing Director, EPC Engineering & Technologies GmbH,
discussed the company's intended global expansionand identified the need for infrastructure
support. Notable projects include efforts toward a CO2-neutral industry estate through CO2
capture and hydrogen energy.In terms of collaboration, he urged stakeholders to pool
resources for mutual success and work towards common goals. The key message is to foster

cooperation in achieving shared objectives.
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Jan OLBRYCHT MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group in the European Parliament, raised
concerns about the centralised implementation of the RRF and wondered why Germany does
not use the allocated funds or take loans for the energy transition. He highlighted changes in
Germany’s RRF plan and the need to assess the situation at EU, national, and local levels
amid time pressure. In contrast, he noted that Poland faces straightforward challenges due to
government blockage. He emphasized the time constraint and sought reactions to the
challenges in implementing the RRF across EU.

i ] i

Peter JAHR MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional Development (REGI), expressed

concerns about a misunderstanding with the German federal government. He expressed a
loss of trust at the local level and questioned the diminishing importance of regional
conferences with mayors. He reflected that this breakdown might be tied to a belief of the
curent government self-sufficiency, emphasizing the need to listen and address these issues.

Thomas GOTTWEISS, Member of the CDU Group in the State Parliament of
Thuringia,Energy Policy Spokesman, emphasised the necessity of improved communication

to leverage available funds. Despite a positive willingness to receive additional resources, the
challenge lies in the shortage of funds at local level. While supporting the idea of local and
regional involvement, he pointed out difficulties in implementing projects due to a lack of
capital. From this angle, he suggested tapping into EU funds as a solution, citing a need for
increased awareness and collaboration across governance levels in Thuringia.

Peter KLEINE, Lord Mayor of Weimar, addressed the challenges at the local level,

emphasising the need for proper financing and efficient administration. He discussed the
complexity of managing diverse funds and suggested the creation of a dedicated body for
administration. Highlighting the significant shortage of labor in both companies and
administrations impact on essential tasks like road construction and environmental projects.
He also underscored the importance of digital transformation to simplify processes and
improve efficiency.
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The discussions among panellists and the audience then revolved around the practical
implementation of the funds, diminishing administrative hurdles for local and regional
beneficiairies, as well as their positive aspects for progress. The promotion of the manifold
funds programmes has also been raised, and the panellists concluded that a lot is still to be
done to raise awareness more effectively. Another important point was the transparency of
the RRF true beneficiairies. In this regard, it has been concluded that it is strongly linked to
transparency. In order to avoid euroskeptics benefiting from the constraints of the EU
bureaucracy for their own interest, the panellists proposed to explore possibilities to allocate
funds directly to specific beneficiairies, bypassing intermediraires at too many levels. Improved
communication has also been mentionned as key to better transparency.



Panel Il: Enhancing synergies between the recovery funds and the traditional EU funds:
key to a speedy recovery and resilience

Marion WALSMANN MEP, Vice-Chair of the German delegation of the EPP Group in the
European Parliament, opened the second panel and introduced the panellists.

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the
Regions, President of West Pomerania Region, emphasised the EPP's focus on local and
regional perspectives, serving as a bridge between Brussels and citizens. Lauding these
Road2Recovery Conferences, he stressed the party's pragmatic approach to politics as a tool
to improve the quality of life and raised concerns about the poorly drafted German RRF plan
due to a centralised approach. He asked BRAUNSBERGER-REINHOLD what could be done
to improve the drafting process at European level to tackle issues like bureaucratic obstacles.
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Karolin BRAUNSBERGER-REINHOLD MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional
Development (REGI), stressed the importance of simplification in accessing regional funds.
She criticised t he f eder al cgntralist approeem tnstemd calling for the EU's
subsidiarity principle and trust in local communities to understand their needs. She expressed
concerns about overregulation in Germany, hindering the efficiency of fund applications and
construction projects. She underscored the importance of trust in local communities, even if

their decisions may appear unexpected from an EU perspective.

10



Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP_Group in the European Committee of the
Regions, President of West Pomerania Region stressed the need for the EPP Group to exert

pressure on the Commission and governments to simplify processes. He highlighted a
common problem of the RRF in various countries: a lack of proper consultation with mayors.
He asked SOMMER whether he had been consulted and which problems could be addressed
through RRF funding.

Bernd SOMMER, Mayor of Waldsassen, highlighted the town's pivotal position as a cross-
border development centre, actively engaging with issues including education and healthcare.

The principal impediment lies in the insufficient avenues for initiative expansion. He noted the
complexity of a Cohesion Policy questionnaire, underscoring the need for more lucid
explanations. Practical hurdles include jurisdictional intricacies surrounding education and
healthcare, especially in a cross-border context. Beyond financial resources, he underscored
the importance of conferences conducted in the local language to facilitate a nuanced
understanding and effective implementation of initiatives by fellow mayors.

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the
Regions, President of West Pomerania Region, asked Mr NEUMANN whether he was
consulted in terms of drafting the RRF, which expectations the entrepreneurs in his region
have, and how the local economy could be boosted.

André NEUMANN, Lord Mayor of Altenburg, noted the positive development in his region due

to German and European funds before highlighting challenges like communication issues and
bureaucratic obst acl e sHeadkrowledged corceris about garectioss’
impact on business, particularly SMEs, and questioned the efficacy of the German own
funding concept. He advocated for a clearer funding direction, increased local authority
freedom, deregulation, and flexibility to rebuild trust.

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the
Regions, President of West Pomerania Region, agreed and said that local leaders like mayors

function as authentic EU ambassadors on the ground. Underlining the aim to effectively
convey experiences, modifications, and challenges to Brussels and receive a response, he
asked LIEBHAUSER about his experience with the RRF funds versus conventional finances.

Sven LIEBHAUSER, Lord Mayor of the large district town of Ddbeln, expressed concerns

about fund allocation and eligibility criteria at the local level, espeically for towns with few
inhaibitants and small administrations. For the sake of boosting development at the local level,
federal objectives should not overshadow local goals. He highlighted Débeln's past benefits
from EU programmes, citing challenges like the millennium floods and positive impacts of EU-
supported projects.

11

mage.



Cepp.  «cou  Comen  csune By Cepp.

(\‘e B g: (“eppCoR

Leipzig, Germany

ECOV.:RY e}ovem ber 2023.

ii _epg;on

-

The commiment to subsidiarity as a mean to take on board local and regional leaders in the
policy drafting and implementation process was then mentionned in the debate that followed
the interventions. Digital and green transformation, climate, transportation, or even staff
training, have been then mentioned as potential areas to address with the RRF funding to
serve the citizens and enhance the businness area. Simplification of the regulatory burden,
the need to enhance communication between national and local levels, comprehensive
awareness raising, advocacy for rural areas, are only some of the concepts to take on board
in order to improve the allocation of funds, but also to increase trust between national and EU
levels, as well as between the citizens and policymakers.

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the
Regions, President of West Pomerania Region, stressed three key conclusions. Firstly,

success in implementation requires pressure on the European Parliament and institutions to
involve local and regional governments. Secondly, regulations and simplifications are needed
to establish trust between local and EU levels. Lastly, Geblewicz emphasised the importance
of advocating for rural areas, espressing pride in the EPP commitment to taking local and
regional levels seriously.

12



Concluding remarks

Si egfri ed WNEPRA&@hHI ofthe EPP Group, Chairman of the Working Group for
Budget and Structural Policies, concluded that the RRF was established to enhance

competitiveness and resilience in addition to annual funds. Referencing the almost €28 billion
allocated for Germany under the RRF, he underscored the need for action in light of the
dealinde of 2026, which warrants putting pressure on the federal government. Simultaneously,
concerns in Poland revolve around prudent spending both from the traditional EU budget and
the RRF, emphasising the importance of protecting taxpayer funds and preventing misuse.
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Peter JAHR MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional Development (REGI), emphasised
the need to question the whereabouts of funds allocated to Germany and criticised the
country’s failure to align with the intended philosophy of the RRF. He stressed the importance

of involving local communities and highlighted the EP P Gr oesporisibility in reducing
bureaucratic hurdles at the European level through a legislative moratorium initiative.
Expressing disappointment in the lack of Commission feedback, he suggested revisiting the
‘one in, one out’ approach to minimise red tape and finally encouraged mayors to spread
awareness and promote voter participation in European elections.

13



=

~

4CDU  (eppCoR

4CDU (“eppCoR CcSuU

(epp  «CDU  CeppcoR
ep o N YSECR
group - -

nvom
ECOVED
In the european parliament Y

RECOV"' '}Y

f

For any additional information or the video reccording of the event please access
www.road2recovery.eu
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08:30

09:00-09:20

09:20-09:30

09:30-10:00

10:00-11:20

Annex |: Programme

Registration of participants

Welcome by

Marion WALSMANN MEP, Vice-Chair of the German Delegation of the EPP-Group in
the European Parliament

Oliver SCHENK, Chief of the Saxon State Chancellery and State Minister

Introductory remarks by
Siegfried MHEPREER-BhEir of the EPP Group in the European Parliament,
Chairman of the Working Group for Budget and Structural Policies

Kevynote speech

Johannes HAHN, Commissioner for Budget and Administration

Special intervention by

Sven SCHULZE, Minister for Economic Affairs, Tourism, Agriculture and Forestry of the
Federal State of Saxony-Anhalt, Member of EPP-CoR

Panel |

Involvement of local authorities in the design and implementation of the Recovery Plan:
lessons learnt

Moderated by
Jan OLBRYCHT MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group in the European Parliament

Opening by

Rob JONKMAN, Alderman of the municipality of Opsterland, Netherlands, Member of
EPP-CoR, Rapporteur for the opinion on the implementation of the Recovery and
Resilience Facility

Franz-Josef WILLEMS, Managing Director, EPC Engineering & Technologies GmbH

Speakers:
Peter JAHR MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional Development (REGI)

Thomas GOTTWEISS, Member of the CDU-Group in the State Parliament of
Thuringia, Energy Policy Spokesman
Peter KLEINE, Lord Mayor of Weimar
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Open debate

11:20-11:50 Coffee Break

11:50-13:10 Panel ll

Enhancing synergies between the recovery funds and the traditional EU funds: key to a
speedy recovery and resilience

Moderated by

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the
Regions and President of West Pomerania Region

Opening by
Andy GRABNER, District Administrator of the Anhalt - Bitterfeld district

Speakers:

Karolin BRAUNSBERGER-REINHOLD MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional
Development (REGI)

Bernd SOMMER, Mayor of Waldsassen

André NEUMANN, Lord Mayor of Altenburg

Sven LIEBHAUSER, Lord Mayor of the large district town of Ddbeln

Open debate

13:10-13:30 Concluding remarks by

Siegfried MHEPRAR-BhHir of the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working
Group for Budget and Structural Policies
Peter JAHR MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional Development (REGI)

Lunch, Restaurant located on the 1st floor of the Steigenberger Hotel
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4 » EVP-Fraktion veranstaltet hochrangige EU-Konferenz in Leipzig, 24.11.2023

EVP-FRAKTION VERANSTALTET HOCHRANGIGE EU-KONFERENZ IN
LEIPZIG, 24.11.2023
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Am morgigen Freitag, den 24.11.2023 veranstaltet die EVP-Fraktion im Européischen Parlament eine
hochrangige Konferenz zum Einsatz von EU-Férdermitteln in Leipzig.

Am morgigen Freitag, den 24.11.2023 veranstaltet die EVP-Fraktion im Europdischen Parlament eine
hochrangige Konferenz zum Einsatz von EU-Férdermitteln in Leipzig. Die Veranstaltung hat unter dem
Motto "Road to Recovery” in dhnlicher Form u.a. bereits in Lissabon, Warschau und Zagreb
stattgefunden. Ziel ist es, den Austausch der verschiedenen Verwaltungsebenen tiber die von der EU zur
Verfligung gestellten Finanzmittel der sogenannten "Aufbau- und Resilienzfazilitat" (RRF), besser bekannt
als "EU-Corona-Wiederaufbaufonds", zu verbessern. Der EU-Corona-Wiederaufbaufonds soll dazu
beitragen, Reformen und Investitionen in den Mitgliedstaaten der EU und deren Regionen zu
finanzieren, um Europa starker, nachhaltiger, robuster und krisenfester zu machen.

Neben zahlreichen Burgermeistern und Kommunalvertretern werden u.a. EU-Haushaltskommissar
Johannes Hahn, der Minister fur Wirtschaft, Tourismus, Landwirtschaft und Forsten des Landes Sachsen-
Anhalt, Sven Schulze (CDU), sowie der Staatsminister fiir Bundesangelegenheiten und Medien und Chef
der Sachsischen Staatskanzlei, Oliver Schenk (CDU) erwartet. In zwei Panels soll der Austausch mit
politisch Verantwortlichen der kommunalen und der Landesebene erfolgen.

Gastgeberin fur die CDU/CSU-Gruppe im Europaischen Parlament ist die Stellvertretende Vorsitzende
der CDU/CSU-Gruppe Marion Walsmann (CDU):

"Die Europaische Union hat die Aufbau- und Resilienzfazilitat (RRF) als ihren wichtigsten Mechanismus
zur Bewaltigung der Herausforderungen im Zusammenhang mit der Erholung von den Folgen der Covid-
Pandemie sowie jenen des russischen Angriffkrieges gegen die Ukraine eingerichtet. Er ist von
entscheidender Bedeutung, dass dieses beispiellose Instrument der europaischen Solidaritat wirksam
eingesetzt wird.

Unsere Konferenz in Leipzig bringt lokale Vertreter mit europaischen Entscheidungstragern zusammen,

CDU/CSU-Gruppe in der

evp

- fraktion
im europaischen parlament  UBER UNS v THEMEN PRESSEMITTEILUNGEN v TERMINE

die auch stellvertretende Vorsitzende des Kechtsausschuss im turopaischen Parlament Ist.

Gastgeber fir die EVP-Fraktion ist der stellvertretende Vorsitzende der EVP-Fraktion, Siegfried Muresan
(Partidul National Liberal, Rumaénien):

"Die Aufbau- und Resilienzfazilitat spielt eine zentrale Rolle fiir die deutsche Wirtschaft. Durch die
Férderung von Privatinvestitionen und Strukturreformen treibt der Fonds den Ubergang Deutschlands
zu einer moderneren und zukunftsorientierten Wirtschaft voran. Diese Unterstiitzung erstreckt sich auf
erneuerbare Energien und digitale Infrastrukturen, um Deutschlands Klimaziele zu erreichen und den
digitalen Wandel zu bewaltigen. Wir freuen uns darauf, in Leipzig zu erortern, wie die Kombination aus
Reformen und Anreizen die Integration der Wirtschaftsraume in Deutschland erleichtert. Dartiber hinaus
sind wir gespannt darauf wie auch die grenziberschreitende Zusammenarbeit mit Nachbarldandern wie
Polen und der Tschechischen Republik erleichtert und die wirtschaftliche Integration in der gesamten
Region gestarkt werden." erklart Siegfried Muresan, der auch den Arbeitskreis Haushalt der EVP-Fraktion
leitet.

Weitere Informationen sowie das Programm finden Sie hier. Die komplette Veranstaltung ist am
24.11.2023 ab 9 Uhr auch im Livestream verfolgbar.

Edr Medienanfragen:
Johannes Haenicke, Pressesprecher, CDU/CSU-Gruppe in der EVP-Fraktion
+32 470 895178, johannes.haenicke@europarl.europa.eu
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Hochrangige EVP-Konferenz in Leipzig /Austausch der verschiedenen Verwaltungsebenen tiber die von
der EU zur Verfligung gestellten Finanzmittel der sogenannten "Aufbau- und Resilienzfazilitat"
/Bundesregierung nutzt Mittel kaum

Auf Einladung der EVP-Fraktion hat heute eine hochrangige Konferenz zum Einsatz der EU-Férdermitteln
in Leipzig getagt. Die Konferenz dreht sich insbesondere um den Einsatz der Mittel der EU-Aufbau- und
Resilienzfazilitat, besser bekannt als "EU-Corona-Wiederaufbaufonds" in Deutschland. Dabei wurde
insbesondere deutlich, dass gerade fiir Deutschland ungenutztes Potential in diesem Fonds liegt. Dazu
erklaren:

Marion Walsmann (CDU), stellvertretende Vorsitzende der CDU/CSU-Gruppe:

"Spatestens seit dem Urteil des Bundesverfassungsgerichts ist klar, dass alle ungenutzten Finanzmittel
genutzt werden mussen. Es ist unbegreiflich dass die deutsche Bundesregierung bislang nur einen
Bruchteil der fast 28 Milliarden Euro, die Deutschland aus dem EU-Corona-Wiederaufbaufonds zustehen,
abgerufen hat. Unsere Diskussionen mit Blrgermeistern und Landespolitikern haben gezeigt, dass es
mebhr als genug sinnvolle und zukunftsorientierte Projekte und Einsatzmoglichkeiten gabe, der Fonds
aber bislang dort kaum bekannt ist. Statt die Aufweichung der Schuldenbremse zu betreiben muss die
Ampel-Regierung die EU-Corona-Fonds-Mittel endlich nutzen. Es gibt in Europa viele gute Beispiele, wie
auch die lokale und regionale Ebene dabei eingebunden werden kénnen. Vor Ort wird jede
Unterstlitzung dringend gebraucht."

Siegfried Muresan (Partidul National Liberal, Rumanien), stellvertretende Vorsitzende der EVP-Fraktion:
"Wiirde Deutschland die Mittel aus der Aufbau- und Resilienzfazilitat endlich abrufen, kénnten diese eine
wichtige Rolle flr die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung Deutschlands spielen. Die Kombination aus Reformen
und Anreizen der Aufbau- und Resilienzfazilitat ist ein gelungenes Beispiel fiir EU-Férderung. Wir
mussten in Leipzig leider feststellen, dass dies in Deutschland kaum bekannt ist. Von inzwischen fast 28
Milliarden Euro sind bislang nur 2,25 Milliarden Euro abgerufen, sowie weitere knapp 4 Milliarden

CDU/CSU-Gruppe in der

evp

- fraktion
im europaischen parlament  UBER UNS v THEMEN PRESSEMITTEILUNGEN v TERMINE

Einsatz von EU-Fordermitteln in Leipzig veranstaltet. Unter dem Motto "Road to Recovery" hatte die
Veranstaltung bereits in &hnlicher Form u.a. in Lissabon, Warschau und Zagreb stattgefunden. Ziel war
es, den Austausch der verschiedenen Verwaltungsebenen tber die von der EU zur Verfiigung gestellten
Finanzmittel der sogenannten "Aufbau- und Resilienzfazilitat", besser bekannt als "EU-Corona-
Wiederaufbaufonds", zu verbessern.

Neben zahlreichen Blrgermeistern und Kommunalvertretern nahmen u.a. EU-Haushaltskommissar
Johannes Hahn, der Minister fir Wirtschaft, Tourismus, Landwirtschaft und Forsten des Landes Sachsen-
Anhalt, Sven Schulze (CDU), sowie der Staatsminister fiir Bundesangelegenheiten und Medien und Chef
der Sachsischen Staatskanzlei, Oliver Schenk (CDU) teil. In zwei Panels diskutierten Verantwortliche der
kommunalen und der Landesebene. Weitere Informationen zur Konferenz finden Sie hier:
https://road2recovery.eu/leipzig-germany-24-nov-2023/

Eir Medienanfragen:
Johannes Haenicke, Pressesprecher, CDU/CSU-Gruppe in der EVP-Fraktion
+32 470 895178, johannes.haenicke@europarl.europa.eu
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Annex lll: Social media posts

EPP Group # @EPPGroup - Nov 24
We are back on #RoadToRecovery!

Today, we are in Leipzig and want to discuss how Germany uses the
Recovery and Resilience Facility funds.

We welcome Commissioner @JHahnEU for a keynote speech.

@@ Join us LIVE: epp.group/dyjgn73i
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EPP Group & @EPPGroup - Nov 24
The RRF anticipates almost €30 billion for Germany.

"It's vital that this unprecedented instrument of European solidarity is used
effectively", says MEP @MarionWalsmann.

Today, we discuss the extent to which Germany uses it.
@ LIVE: epp.group/dyjgn73i

#RoadToRecovery

*, ROAD TO
RECOVERY

=Y The success of the Recovery and
Resilience Facility depends to a large
extent on the effective involvement of
the local and regional levels in its

implementation. The EPP Group is

actively committed to
respecting this principle.
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EPP Group & @EPPGroup - Nov 24
. Tune in to our #RoadToRecovery conference in Leipzig!

“We are looking forward to discussing how the RRF facilitates the

integration of economic areas within Germany and also how it facilitates

cross-border cooperation”, says @SMuresan.

- Watch here: epp.group/dyjgn73i

+ ROAD TO
RECOVERY

ad The Recovery and Resilience Facility
plays a pivotal role in the German
economy. The RRF drives Germany's
transition toward a more modern and
future-oriented economy by encouraging
private investments and

fostering structural reforms.
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EPP Group & @EPPGroup - Nov 24
Where can we see the concrete impact of the RRF?

"People in rural areas can expect to see a boost in infrastructure,
improvement of roads and public transportation systems®, explains MEP
@peter_jahr.

Hear more at our #RoadToRecovery conference.

LIVE: epp.group/dyjgn73|

*/ROAD TO
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~The European Recovery and
Resilience Facility will help
Create jobs, stimulate
economic growth and
» support the transition
X toamore sustainable
A& anddigital future.
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EPP Group 2 @EPPGroup - Nov 24
The Recovery and Resilience Facility is giving the EU a chance to bounce
back from the pandemic and the consequences of the war in Ukraine.

“We need full transparency and fast implementation”, says @JanOlbrycht.

Watch the #RoadToRecovery conference LIVE@epp.group/dyjgn73i

Y ROAD TO
RECOVERY

2! The RRF instrument is limited in

time. It requires quick decisions,
close collaboration between the
EU and Member States, full
transparency and fast
implementation. =
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Jan Olbrycht MEP
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EPP Group 2 @EPPGroup - Nov 24
How well is Germany using the Recovery and Resilience Facility?

MEP @caspary says — not very well compared to some other EU countries.

.Join a LIVE discussion on this topic at our #RoadToRecovery conference
in Leipzig n epp.group/dyjgn73i
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a) While other EU Member States are
already successfully using the Recovery
and Resilience Facility, Germany lags
behind. The federal government has not
yet been able to access more significant
amounts of these European

funds - a total of around

30 billion euros for Germany.

This needs to change. ~
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EPP Group & @EPPGroup - Nov 24 .
“With the RRF, the EU has provided Member States with a powerful tool to
shape their own future,” says MEP @kbr europa.

It foresees substantial funds for the EU’s recovery from the pandemic and
the war in Ukraine.

More at our #RoadToRecovery conference@iepp.group/dyjgn73i

*» ROAD TO

RECOVERY
N With its Recovery Fund, the EU has
provided Member States with a powerful
tool to shape their own future.
This enables us to support private
investments and sustainably
strengthen our position
as a future-oriented
economic hub.
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O EPP Group in the European Parliament is met Siegfried Muresan en 4 anderen.
)

We are back on the "Road to Recovery”!

Today's conference will discuss how Germany uses the Recovery and Resilience Facility funds
Via this facility, Germany was allocated almost €30 billion - it's important to see how successfully
the government accesses it.

We welcome Commissioner Johannes Hahn for a keynote speech and many national, regional,
and local representatives who will participate in the panels and discussions.

The two panels for today are

@ Involvement of local authorities in the design and implementation of the Recovery Plan
lessons learnt

@ Enhancing synergies between the recovery funds and the traditional EU funds: key to speedy
recovery and resilience

@ Watch LIVE: https://epp.group/dyjgn73i

#RoadToRecovery #RRF #EUFunds #RecoveryFunds

ROAD TO
RECOVERY

Nog 2

2 opmerkingen
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EPP Group & @EPPGroup - Nov 24
Today, we were in Leipzig at the #RoadToRecovery conference. We met
with EPP mayors and regional and local representatives to discuss the
Recovery and Resilience Facility project.

Local and regional authorities are crucial to the implementation of the
Recovery Plans.

1/2
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Siegfried Muresan (/) and 4 others
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EPP Group & @EPPGroup - Nov 24
The RRF, with its extensive fund, aims to soften the consequences of the
pandemic and the war in Ukraine. It also aims to make EU economies ready
and resilient for the digital and green transition.

The conference's goal was to evaluate RRF implementation in Germany.

2/2

Johannes Hahn
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EPP Group in the European Committee of the Regions was live.
3d-@

e EPP Group CoR @EPPCoR - Nov 24

@ Happening now: #EPPLocalDialogue on the #RoadToRecovery' with
@SMuresan

@Janolt ht Recovery funds are vital for cities and regions to make local economies and societies more

; anvIbiyels sustainable, resilient and better prepared for the challenges and opportunities of the green and
@JHahnEU ! digital transitions.

@OGeblewicz

@robioni The conference aims to discuss how to better support regional and local representatives in the
@ . . . .
Qrobjonkman implementation of the Recovery and Resilience Facility.

@schulzeeuropa N
organised jointly with the https://road2recovery.eu/leipzig-germany-24-nov-2023/
@EPPGroup

E@ifacebook.com/watch/live/?re...
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EPP Group CoR EPP Group CoR
@EPPCoR

@EPPCOR
The EPP is the most realistic & only party that truly harnesses local &
regional level. We treat politics as a tool to improve people's lives in our
cities & villages. We must remain focused on tackling challenges that are
being faced by our citizens on the ground. @OGeblewicz

The final success of the #RRF hinges on the active participation of local
& regional authorities, who until now have been side-lined in the
process. We must tap into the valuable knowledge of LRAs, who are able
to guide resources to where they are most needed. @robjonkman

(“eppCoR

*“ROAD TO = +“ROAD TO
*RECOVERY . * RECOVERY v-p

Olgierd Geblewicz v Rob Jonkman -
President of Pomerania ST =
& Siegfried Muresan I'BE@ and 4 others a Sven Schulze and 4 others
12:31 PM - Nov 24, 2023 - 62 Views 10:46 AM - Nov 24, 2023 - 157 Views
O = Qs | 2 O v O3 ] 2
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e Siegfried Muresan § @@ @SMuresan - Nov 24

Today, | am in Leipzig, Germany, for the Conference on #RoadToRecovery
organized by @EPPGroup and @EPP CoR. We will listen to EPP mayors,
regional and local representatives on how European funds can help
develop the regions.
Watch the event live B3 tinyurl.com/4jzeczch
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e Siegfried Muresan | B8 @SMuresan - Nov 24

#RRF funding is linked to reforms. Its main purpose is to help countries
develop through investments. We want to support the private sector by
giving them incentives to invest in Europe's regions - | said today at the
#RoadToRecovery conference in Leipzig, Germany.
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Siegfried Muresan | Bl @SMuresan - Nov 24

Wahrend der Bundesregierung viele Milliarden fehlen, stehen Deutschland

mehr als 25 Milliarden € aus dem europaischen Coronafonds zur
Verfligung und werden von dieser Regierung nicht abgerufen.

Jetzt gilt es: die Ampel muss sich endlich um diese europaische

Finanzierung bemihen.

E DER SPIEGEL &2 @derspiegel - Nov 24
Der neue SPIEGEL ist da:

? Titel: Wie Olaf Scholz das Land ins Finanzchaos fiihrt

? Niederlande: Geert Wilders’ Aufstieg zum Uberraschungswahlsieger

® Wie man Frauen besser vor partnerschaftlicher Gewalt schiitzen ...

Show more

DER SPIEGEL

Die spannendsten
Biicher fiirs Fest

Im Konvoi

/ A‘Ur
durch Gaza A .-A
— A\ P
Wo Minner LSS
Frauen schlagen N

AbStllI’l eines Besserwissers

das Land ins Finanzchaos fiihrt
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CDU/CSU in Europa @CDU CSU EP - Nov 24
Hochrangige Konferenz zum Einsatz von [ EU-Fordermitteln mit
Kommissar @JHahnEU , den Ministern @schulzeeuropa und @oliverdd
sowie zahlreichen Oberburgermeistern und Burgermeistern in Leipzig.

Live Stream

youtube.com

Conference on "Road to Recovery", Leipzig

After Lisbon, Zagreb and Kosice, the "Road to
Recovery" Conference is coming to Leipzig.The ...

( Leipzig. 24 Novernber, 0900 )

epp
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CDU/CSU in Europa @CDU CSU EP - Nov 23
1 nd @ stérker, nachhaltiger, robuster und krisenfester machen |
Morgen kommen wir mit Kommunalvertretern, Kommissar @JHahnEU ,
Ministern @schulzeeuropa und @oliverdd in Leipzig zusammen, um uns
Uber die Verwendung der Mittel des sog. EU-Corona-Wiederaufbaufonds
auszutauschen.

* ROADTO
RECOVERY

EPP Group and 6 others
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CDU/CSU in Europa @CDU CSU EP - Nov 23
Hier wird die Veranstaltung am 24.11.2023 ab 9 Uhr im Livestream
Ubertragen

road2recovery.eu/leipzig-german...
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@ CDU CSU Europa is met EPP Group in the European Parliament en 6 anderen.
34-Q

Guter Austausch mit Vertretern der Bundeslander und Kommunen bei unserer Konferenz zum
Einsatz der EU-Fordermitteln in Leipzig. Die Gesprache drehten sich insbesondere um den Einsatz
der Mittel der EU-Aufbau- und Resilienzfazilitat, besser bekannt als "EU-Corona-
Wiederaufbaufonds” in Deutschiand.

Dabei wurde insbesondere deutlich, dass gerade fur Deutschland ungenutztes Potential in diesem
Fonds liegt.

Spatestens seit dem Urteil des Bundesverfassungsgerichts ist klar, dass alle ungenutzten
Finanzmittel verwendet werden missen. Es ist unbegreiflich, dass die deutsche Bundesregierung
bislang nur einen Bruchteil der fast 28 Milliarden Euro, die Deutschland aus dem EU-Corona-
Wiederaufbaufonds zustehen, abgerufen hat.

Unsere Diskussionen mit Blrgermeistern und Landespolitikern haben gezeigt, dass es mehr als
genug sinnvolle und zukunftsorientierte Projekte und Einsatzméglichkeiten géabe, der Fonds aber
bislang dort kaum bekannt ist. Statt die Aufweichung der Schuldenbremse zu betreiben muss die
Ampel-Regierung die EU-Corona-Fonds-Mittel endlich nutzen. Es gibt in Europa viele gute
Beispiele, wie auch die lokale und regionale Ebene dabei eingebunden werden kénnen. Vor Ort
wird jede Unterstutzung dringend gebraucht.

#DeinEuropa g™-

Vertaling weergeven

l_eipzig, Germany

AD
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@ cducsueuropa &
Leipzig

RECOVERY

~
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@F2 eppgroup en 49 anderen vinden dit leuk

cducsueuropa Guter Austausch mit Vertretern der
Bundeslénder und Kommunen bei unserer Konferenz zum
Einsatz der EU-Fordermitteln in Leipzig. Die Gesprache
drehten sich insbesondere um den Einsatz der Mittel der
EU-Aufbau- und Resilienzfazilitat, besser bekannt als
"EU-Corona-Wiederaufbaufonds" in Deutschland.

@ cducsueuropa &
] Leipzig

*+ ROAD TO

* RECOVERY

Leipzig, 24. November, 9:00 Uhr

Cevp.

Im europaiss

Qv - W

’5:_33 herr_dole en 30 anderen vinden dit leuk

cducsueuropa +++ Hochrangige Konferenz zum Einsatz
von EU-Fordermitteln in Leipzig +++... meer

dcaspary ... on the way ...
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Johannes Hahn € @JHahnEU - Nov 24

#leipzig ist ein symbolischer Ort fur die heutige ,,Road to Recovery“
Konferenz zum #Wiederaufbaufonds.

In #Sachsen wird seit Jahrzehnten hochprofessionell
' investiert,
' geforscht,
' aufgeholt und somit
' Zukunft entwickelt 1/2

Johannes Hahn and 8 others
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Johannes Hahn £ @JHahnEU - Nov 24

Es kommt jetzt darauf an, den #Europaischen Wiederaufbauplan #DARP
hierzu in #Deutschland =8 mit einzuspannen! 2/2

Johannes Hahn and EPP Group
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Oliver Schenk @oliverdd - Nov 24

Herzlichen Dank fur Ihren Besuch und die mutmachende Rede! Wir wissen
wie wichtig eine gutes Miteinander mit unseren Nachbarn s und b ist
und werden weiter hart daran arbeiten.

& Johannes Hahn & @JHahnEU - Nov 24

#Leipzig ist ein symbolischer Ort fiir die heutige ,,Road to Recovery*
Konferenz zum #Wiederaufbaufonds.

In #Sachsen wird seit Jahrzehnten hochprofessionell
investiert, ...
Show more
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@ cducsueuropa en 28 anderen vinden dit leuk

kbreuropa + + + EVP-Konferenz informiert iber Férderung
durch EU-Aufbaufonds + + +

Schon seit 2021 gibt es den Corona-Wiederaufbaufonds
der EU. Allein flir Deutschland stehen fast 28 Mrd. Euro
Fordermittel bereit, die vor allem den landlichen Regionen
zu Gute kommen sollen. Doch erst vor zwei Monaten hat
die Bundesregierung hat erstmals Unterstiitzung aus dem
Aufbaufonds beantragt. Und unsere Kommunen kennen
dieses Forderinstrument kaum.
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& Karolin Braunsberger-Reinhold i in Leipzig. Duitsland.
& 24-Q

-Konferenz informiert Gber Forderung durch EU-Aufbaufonds + + +

Schon seit 2021 gibt es den Corona-Wisderaufbaufonds der EU. Allein fiir Deutschiand stehen
fast 28 Mrd. Euro Fordermittel bereit, die vor allem den [3ndlichen Regionen zu Gute kommen
sollen. Doch erst vor zwei Monaten hat die Bundssregierung hat erstmals Unterstitzung 3us dem
Aufbaufonds beantragt. Und unsere Kommunen kennen diszes Forderinstrument kaum.

Hochste Zeit, um unsere Bundesl3nder und Kommunen Gber den Aufbaufonds zu informieren!
Das war das Hauptziel der hochkaratig besetzten Konferenz "Road to Recoveny” unserer EV
Fraktion am Freitag in Leipzig. Gemeinsam mit Vertreterinnen der mitteldeutschen Bundeslander
und vigler Kommunen besprachen wir den Sinsatz der Forgergsider. Dank an EU-

Haushaltskommissar Johannes Hahn fur die Informationen aus erster Hand.

Spatestens seit dem Urteil des Bundesverfassungsgenichts ist kiar, dass alle ungenutztsn
Finanzmittel verwendet werden mussen. Daher ist 23 unbegreiflich, dass die Ampel-Regisrung
bislang nur einen Sruchteil der zur Verfugung stehendsn EU-Forderung sbgerufen hat

mehr als genug sinnvolle und zukunftsorientierte Projekte g3be, der Fonds aber vor Ort kaum

bekannt ist. Dabei wird jede Unterstitzung dringend gebraucht.

Dank an meine in Leipzig anwesenden Kolleginnen aus dem Europapariament Peter Jahr,

Siegfried Muresan, Jan Olbrycht und Marion Walsmann fur ihre wichtigen Impulse. Aus Sachsen-
Anhalt brachten sich zudem Wirtschaftsminister Sven Schulze unzer Bundestagsabgeordnetsr
Dieter Stier und mehrers Kommunalpolitikerinnen in die Diskussion mit 2in. Hoffen wir, dass die
Konferenz Frachte tragt und die EU-Corona-Fonds nun auch in unseren Regionen genutzt wird.

Fotos: Max Niemann und Thomas Nawrath

SachsenAnhalt #EuropaimHerzen
#SachsenAnhaltimBlut #kbrEurops
CDu %
Braunsberger Marion Walsmann Dr. Peter Jahr Siegfried Muresan Jan Olbrycht Olgierd Geblewicz
Mario Karschunke CDU Sachsen-Anhait Junge Union Sachsen-Anhalt
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Leipzig, Germany
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