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Background 

 

In July 2022, the EPP Group Presidency approved the EPP Group Outreach and 

Communication on the Management of the Resilience and Recovery Facility for EPP Mayors, 

regional and local representatives that consists of dedicated events throughout Europe and a 

High-Level event in Brussels. The series of events is organized under the title ñRoad to 

Recovery”.  

The events are organized in strong cooperation with the EPP Group in the European 

Committee of the Regions (CoR) under the coordination of Siegfried MUREŞAN, Chairman of 

the WG on Budget and Structural Policies, and Vangelis MEIMARAKIS, Vice-Chairman of the 

EPP Group responsible for the relations with CoR, as well as with the respective head(s) of 

national delegation. 

After earlier events in Warsaw, Lisbon, Zagreb, and Košice, the fifth event of the series took 

place in Leipzig, Germany, on 23-24 November 2023 and gathered around 65 local and 

regional EPP leaders from Germany.  

 

Thursday, 23 November 2023 

The organizers and speakers, together with the German delegation in the European 

Parliament, had the opportunity for a first exchange during a working dinner hosted by Daniel 

CASPARY MEP, Chair of the of the CDU/CSU Group in the European Parliament. 

 

Daniel CASPARY MEP, Chair of the of the CDU/CSU Group in the European Parliament and 

Siegfried MUREŞAN, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working Group for 

Budget and Structural Policies, delivered introductory speeches offering thus both the German 

and European perspective on the RRF. Throughout the dinner, our speakers engaged into a 

debate on various topics related to our event, amongst which the challenges around the RRF 

in Germany, the synergy with other funds, and the state of play of the RRF in the countries 

best known by our speakers, whilst also giving an overview of our project 

mailto:epp-outreach@ep.europa.eu
http://www.eppgroup.eu/
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Friday, 24 November 2023 

Welcome 

 

Marion WALSMANN MEP, Vice-Chair of the German delegation of the EPP Group in the 

European Parliament, highlighted the need to enhance the competitiveness of German 

regions. Disparities still persist and efforts are being made to address them. The RRF serves 

as a significant tool to tackle these regional disparities, aiming to promote national 

development by strengthening programmes tailored to the needs and potentials of each 

region.  
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Oliver SCHENK, Chief of the Saxon State Chancellery and State Minister, emphasised the 

need to comprehen the RRF and tackle more extensive societal issues. He highlighted the 

remarkable economic progress in the region (80% of German’s economic prowess) since 

German unification. Recent progess include Leipzig’s logistics prominence, a thriving 

automotive industry, and the region becoming a European microelectronics hub. Emphasising 

the need for EU-funded investment schemes to enhance competitiveness globally, he called 

for reducing bureaucracy, strengthening democracy, and liberating companies from extreme 

regulations. From this angle, he outlined three points for collaboration: enabling SME growth, 

investing in infrastructure, and enhancing cross-border %cooperation. 
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Introductory remarks 

 

Siegfried MUREķAN MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working Group for 

Budget and Structural Policies, stressed the importance of engaging with regional 

stakeholders and private sectors in leveraging the RRF. He highlighted the EPP’s advocacy 

for rural areas and discussed challenges in the recently negotiated EU budget, including 

border protection and the need for a Multiannual Financial Framework revision.  

Regarding the RRF, he explained its creation as a targeted response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, aiming for immediate support and preparation for future crises. He outlined key 

areas of focus, including clean energy, digitalization, economic support for SMEs, social 

cohesion, public services, and youth investment. He also underscored the importance of 

cross-border projects within the RRF context, expressing disappointment in central 

governments' national-level focus. He welcomed discussions on cross-border initiatives and 

highlighted funding opportunities for renewable energies and energy efficiency projects. 
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Keynotes 

 

Johannes HAHN, Commissioner for Budget and Administration, highlighted the significance 

of rural-urban interaction and acknowledged the potential in rural areas. Stressing the need to 

approach the RRF’s conditionality on a country-specific basis for the sake of competitiveness, 

he argued we also need to accept failure as part of the process of trying new things out in the 

broader context of exiting a threefold comfort zone: a single-supplier energy provision, US 

security guarantees, and cheap technology from China. He praised the successful negotiation 

of next year’s budget, called for a revision of the MFF, and urged Germany to play an active 

role in this regard regarding support for Ukraine and organised migration. For the sake of the 

single market, he also emphasised the importance of corss-border cooperation.  
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Sven SCHULZE, Minister for Economic Affairs, Tourism, Agriculture, and Forestry of the 

Federal State of Saxony-Anhalt, highlighted his EU commitment, stressing the impact of 

Brussels decisions on daily work. Discussing future-oriented tech, he emphasised the 

significance of semiconductor and chip industries, citing the European Chips Act. Referencing 

the number of jobs in Saxony-Anthalt, he noted the importance of fostering a European spirit 

in various tech sectors. He raised concerns about Euroskepticism, emphasising the 

importance of unity, collaboration, regional engagement, and collective action for success. 

 

 

 

Panel I: Involvement of local authorities in the design and implementation of the 

Recovery Plan: lessons learnt 

 

Siegfried MUREķAN MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working Group for 

Budget and Structural Policies, introduced the first panel. 
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Rob JONKMAN, Alderman of the municipality of Opsterland, Netherlands, Member of EPP-

CoR, highlighted the essential role of local authorities in meeting community needs. The 

neglect of their input entails far-reaching consequences like a top-down approach. He 

underscored the importance of involving them in decision making and recommended EPP 

measures such as strengthening the subsidiarity and partnership principles in the EU Treaties. 

He cautioned against centralisation, advocating instead for a sustained focus on multilevel 

governance and partnerships through dialogue and collaboration. He affirmed his dedication 

to contributing to the CoR for the active involvement of local and regional authorities. 

 
 

Franz-Josef WILLEMS, Managing Director, EPC Engineering & Technologies GmbH, 

discussed the company's intended global expansionand identified the need for infrastructure 

support. Notable projects include efforts toward a CO2-neutral industry estate through CO2 

capture and hydrogen energy.In terms of collaboration, he urged stakeholders to pool 

resources for mutual success and work towards common goals. The key message is to foster 

cooperation in achieving shared objectives.  
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Jan OLBRYCHT MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group in the European Parliament, raised 

concerns about the centralised implementation of the RRF and wondered why Germany does 

not use the allocated funds or take loans for the energy transition. He highlighted changes in 

Germany’s RRF plan and the need to assess the situation at EU, national, and local levels 

amid time pressure. In contrast, he noted that Poland faces straightforward challenges due to 

government blockage. He emphasized the time constraint and sought reactions to the 

challenges in implementing the RRF across EU.  

 

Peter JAHR MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional Development (REGI), expressed  

concerns about a misunderstanding with the German federal government. He expressed a 

loss of trust at the local level and questioned the diminishing importance of regional 

conferences with mayors. He reflected that this breakdown might be tied to a belief of the 

curent government self-sufficiency, emphasizing the need to listen and address these issues. 

 

Thomas GOTTWEISS, Member of the CDU Group in the State Parliament of 

Thuringia,Energy Policy Spokesman, emphasised the necessity of improved communication 

to leverage available funds. Despite a positive willingness to receive additional resources, the 

challenge lies in the shortage of funds at local level. While supporting the idea of local and 

regional involvement, he pointed out difficulties in implementing projects due to a lack of 

capital. From this angle, he suggested tapping into EU funds as a solution, citing a need for 

increased awareness and collaboration across governance levels in Thuringia. 

 

Peter KLEINE, Lord Mayor of Weimar, addressed the challenges at the local level, 

emphasising the need for proper financing and efficient administration. He discussed the 

complexity of managing diverse funds and suggested the creation of a dedicated body for 

administration. Highlighting the significant shortage of labor in both companies and 

administrations impact on essential tasks like road construction and environmental projects. 

He also underscored the importance of digital transformation to simplify processes and 

improve efficiency.  
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The discussions among panellists and the audience then revolved around the practical 

implementation of the funds, diminishing administrative hurdles for local and regional 

beneficiairies,  as well as their positive aspects for progress. The promotion of the manifold 

funds programmes has also been raised, and the panellists concluded that a lot is still to be 

done to raise awareness more effectively. Another important point was the transparency of 

the RRF true beneficiairies. In this regard, it has been concluded that it is strongly linked to 

transparency. In order to avoid euroskeptics benefiting from the constraints of the EU 

bureaucracy for their own interest, the panellists proposed to explore possibilities to allocate 

funds directly to specific beneficiairies, bypassing intermediraires at too many levels. Improved 

communication has also been mentionned as key to better transparency.  
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Panel II: Enhancing synergies between the recovery funds and the traditional EU funds: 

key to a speedy recovery and resilience 

 

Marion WALSMANN MEP, Vice-Chair of the German delegation of the EPP Group in the 

European Parliament, opened the second panel and introduced the panellists.  

 

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the 

Regions, President of West Pomerania Region, emphasised the EPP's focus on local and 

regional perspectives, serving as a bridge between Brussels and citizens. Lauding these 

Road2Recovery Conferences, he stressed the party's pragmatic approach to politics as a tool 

to improve the quality of life and raised concerns about the poorly drafted German RRF plan 

due to a centralised approach. He asked BRAUNSBERGER-REINHOLD what could be done 

to improve the drafting process at European level to tackle issues like bureaucratic obstacles. 

 

    

 

Karolin BRAUNSBERGER-REINHOLD MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional 

Development (REGI), stressed the importance of simplification in accessing regional funds. 

She criticised the federal government’s centralist approach, instead calling for the EU's 

subsidiarity principle and trust in local communities to understand their needs. She expressed 

concerns about overregulation in Germany, hindering the efficiency of fund applications and 

construction projects. She underscored the importance of trust in local communities, even if 

their decisions may appear unexpected from an EU perspective. 
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Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the 

Regions, President of West Pomerania Region stressed the need for the EPP Group to exert 

pressure on the Commission and governments to simplify processes. He highlighted a 

common problem of the RRF in various countries: a lack of proper consultation with mayors. 

He asked SOMMER whether he had been consulted and which problems could be addressed 

through RRF funding. 

  

Bernd SOMMER, Mayor of Waldsassen, highlighted the town's pivotal position as a cross-

border development centre, actively engaging with issues including education and healthcare. 

The principal impediment lies in the insufficient avenues for initiative expansion. He noted the 

complexity of a Cohesion Policy questionnaire, underscoring the need for more lucid 

explanations. Practical hurdles include jurisdictional intricacies surrounding education and 

healthcare, especially in a cross-border context. Beyond financial resources, he underscored 

the importance of conferences conducted in the local language to facilitate a nuanced 

understanding and effective implementation of initiatives by fellow mayors. 

 

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the 

Regions, President of West Pomerania Region, asked Mr NEUMANN whether he was 

consulted in terms of drafting the RRF, which expectations the entrepreneurs in his region 

have, and how the local economy could be boosted.  

 

André NEUMANN, Lord Mayor of Altenburg, noted the positive development in his region due 

to German and European funds before highlighting challenges like communication issues and 

bureaucratic obstacles affecting Europe’s image. He acknowledged concerns about sanctions’ 

impact on business, particularly SMEs, and questioned the efficacy of the German own 

funding concept. He advocated for a clearer funding direction, increased local authority 

freedom, deregulation, and flexibility to rebuild trust.   

 

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the 

Regions, President of West Pomerania Region, agreed and said that local leaders like mayors 

function as authentic EU ambassadors on  the ground. Underlining the aim to effectively 

convey experiences, modifications, and challenges to Brussels and receive a response, he 

asked LIEBHAUSER about his experience with the RRF funds versus conventional finances. 

 

Sven LIEBHAUSER, Lord Mayor of the large district town of Döbeln, expressed concerns 

about fund allocation and eligibility criteria at the local level, espeically for towns with few 

inhaibitants and small administrations. For the sake of boosting development at the local level, 

federal objectives should not overshadow local goals. He highlighted Döbeln's past benefits 

from EU programmes, citing challenges like the millennium floods and positive impacts of EU-

supported projects. 
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The commiment to subsidiarity as a mean to take on board local and regional leaders in the 

policy drafting and implementation process was then mentionned in the debate that followed 

the interventions. Digital and green transformation, climate, transportation, or even staff 

training, have been then mentioned as potential areas to address with the RRF funding to 

serve the citizens and enhance the businness area. Simplification of the regulatory burden, 

the need to enhance communication between national and local levels, comprehensive 

awareness raising, advocacy for rural areas, are only some of the concepts to take on board 

in order to improve the allocation of funds, but also to increase trust between national and EU 

levels, as well as between the citizens and policymakers. 

 

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the 

Regions, President of West Pomerania Region, stressed three key conclusions. Firstly, 

success in implementation requires pressure on the European Parliament and institutions to 

involve local and regional governments. Secondly, regulations and simplifications are needed 

to establish trust between local and EU levels. Lastly, Geblewicz emphasised the importance 

of advocating for rural areas, espressing pride in the EPP commitment to taking local and 

regional levels seriously.  
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Concluding remarks 

 

Siegfried MUREķAN MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working Group for 

Budget and Structural Policies, concluded that the RRF was established to enhance 

competitiveness and resilience in addition to annual funds. Referencing the almost €28 billion 

allocated for Germany under the RRF, he underscored the need for action in light of the 

dealinde of 2026, which warrants putting pressure on the federal government. Simultaneously, 

concerns in Poland revolve around prudent spending both from the traditional EU budget and 

the RRF, emphasising the importance of protecting taxpayer funds and preventing misuse.  

 

 
 

Peter JAHR MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional Development (REGI), emphasised 

the need to question the whereabouts of funds allocated to Germany and criticised the 

country’s failure to align with the intended philosophy of the RRF. He stressed the importance 

of involving local communities and highlighted the EPP Group’s responsibility in reducing 

bureaucratic hurdles at the European level through a legislative moratorium initiative. 

Expressing disappointment in the lack of Commission feedback, he suggested revisiting the 

‘one in, one out’ approach to minimise red tape and finally encouraged mayors to spread 

awareness and promote voter participation in European elections. 
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For any additional information or the video reccording of the event please access 

www.road2recovery.eu.  
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Annex I: Programme 
 

 

08:30 

 

 

Registration of participants 

 

09:00-09:20 Welcome by  

Marion WALSMANN MEP, Vice-Chair of the German Delegation of the EPP-Group in 

the European Parliament 

Oliver SCHENK, Chief of the Saxon State Chancellery and State Minister  

 
 

09:20-09:30 

 

Introductory remarks by 

Siegfried MUREķAN MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group in the European Parliament,  

Chairman of the Working Group for Budget and Structural Policies 

 

09:30-10:00 Keynote speech 

Johannes HAHN, Commissioner for Budget and Administration 
 
Special intervention by 

Sven SCHULZE, Minister for Economic Affairs, Tourism, Agriculture and Forestry of the 

Federal State of Saxony-Anhalt, Member of EPP-CoR 

10:00-11:20 Panel I  

Involvement of local authorities in the design and implementation of the Recovery Plan: 
lessons learnt 
 
Moderated by  
Jan OLBRYCHT MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group in the European Parliament 

 

 

Opening by  

Rob JONKMAN, Alderman of the municipality of Opsterland, Netherlands, Member of 

EPP-CoR, Rapporteur for the opinion on the implementation of the Recovery and 

Resilience Facility 

Franz-Josef WILLEMS, Managing Director, EPC Engineering & Technologies GmbH  

 

Speakers:  

Peter JAHR MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional Development (REGI) 

Thomas GOTTWEISS, Member of the CDU-Group in the State Parliament of 

Thuringia, Energy Policy Spokesman  

Peter KLEINE, Lord Mayor of Weimar  

 

https://www.eppgroup.eu/about-us/members/siegfried-muresan
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Open debate 
 

11:20-11:50 Coffee Break 

 
11:50-13:10 Panel II 

Enhancing synergies between the recovery funds and the traditional EU funds: key to a 

speedy recovery and resilience  

 

Moderated by  

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the 

Regions and President of West Pomerania Region 

 

Opening by  

Andy GRABNER, District Administrator of the Anhalt - Bitterfeld district  

 

Speakers: 

Karolin BRAUNSBERGER-REINHOLD MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional 

Development (REGI) 

Bernd SOMMER, Mayor of Waldsassen  

André NEUMANN, Lord Mayor of Altenburg  

Sven LIEBHAUSER, Lord Mayor of the large district town of Döbeln  

 
Open debate 

 

13:10-13:30 

 

Concluding remarks by 

Siegfried MUREķAN MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working 

Group for Budget and Structural Policies 

Peter JAHR MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional Development (REGI) 

 

 Lunch, Restaurant located on the 1st floor of the Steigenberger Hotel  
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Annex II: News coverage 
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Annex III: Social media posts 
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