Brussels, 10 October 2022/ GV

REPORT

“Road to Recovery”

Background:

In July 2022, the EPP Group Presidency has approved the EPP Group Outreach and
Communication on the Management of the Resilience and Recovery Facility for EPP
Mayors, regional and local representatives which consists of dedicated events throughout
Europe and a High-Level event in Brussels. The series of events will be organized under the
title “Road to Recovery”.

The events are organized in strong cooperation with the EPP Group in the Committee of the
Regions (CoR) under the coordination of Siegfried Muresan, Chairman of the WG on Budget
and Structural Policies and Vangelis Meimarakis, Vice-Chairman of the EPP Group
responsible for the relations with CoR as well as with the respective head(s) of national
delegation.

The first event of the series took place in Warsaw, Poland, on 7 October 2022 and gathered
around 100 local and regional EPP leaders from Poland.

Warsaw, Poland, 6 - 7 October 2022

Thursday, 06 October 2022

The organizers and speakers had the opportunity for a first exchange during the working
dinner that took place on 6 October 2022. Mr_Andrzej Halicki MEP, Head of the Polish
Delegation and Mr Siegfried Muresan, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working
Group for Budget and Structural Policies, delivered introductory speeches offering thus both
the Polish and European perspective on the RRF. Throughout the dinner, our speakers
engaged into a debate on various topics related to our event amongst which, the challenges
around RRF in Poland, the synergy with other funds, the state of play of the RRF in Romania,
whilst also giving an overview of our project.

Friday, 07 October 2022

Mr Andrzej HALICKI MEP, Head of the Polish Delegation, during his welcome speech, gave
an overview of the project and underlined the state of play of RRF in Poland. He further noted
that the RRF is dedicated to the local and regional leaders who should be able to access it.

Mr_Donald Tusk, Chairman of the Civic Platform, echoed the concerns of the previous
speaker by highlighting that instead of being at the point of wrapping up its first expenditures,
Poland is worried about the upcoming heating bills due to the obstinacy and the breach of
Rule of Law of the current Polish Government. Mr Tusk also referred to the demonstrations of
the local and regional leaders against the high prices of electricity and heating to be held after
the conference and the Parliament bill initiated by the Civic Platform aimed at freezing the
electricity prices for local and regional authorities and individuals. He went on to ask the Polish
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Government to step down. A press conference took place during the event addressed to Mr
Tusk.

Mr Siegfried MURESAN MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working Group
for Budget and Structural Policies, opened the debate by underlining the importance of making
sure that the Polish people can access the European money necessary for the development

of Poland. Moreover, under the recently adopted decision of the Council, the EU countries,
Poland included, are entitled to additional money in order to reduce the electricity bills. Poland
has not yet touched any of the money due to the behaviour of the current Government. Mayors
have to be involved in the plans and the EPP supports the strengthening of the obligation for
the Governments to consult the mayors as they are closest to the people. Since the 1st of
January 2022, we have created a new rule and that is the link with the Rule of Law. If we
receive European funds, we also need to respect European values. The “Road to Recovery”
starts with Poland.
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Panel I: Involvement of local authorities in the design and implementation of the

Recovery Plan: lessons learnt

Mr Janusz LEWANDOWSKI MEP, Vice-Chair of the Committee on Budgets, opened the
debate of the 1st panel by criticizing the Polish Government. He also mentioned the benefits
for the countries that are already using the RRF such as Portugal and Greece.

Mr Jan OLBRYCHT MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP _Group, moderator of the 1st panel, and
former Mayor, highlighted the scrutiny on the RRF, which is different from for any other
European funds. Where the local and regional leaders involved in the drafting of the RRF?
Can we have true reform without the local and regional leaders?

A debate followed with the special interventions by Mr Carlos MOEDAS, Mayor of Lisbon
(remotely), Mr Rafat TRZASKOWSKI, Mayor of Warsaw, EPP-CoR Group, Mr Kostas
BAKOYANNIS, Mayor of Athens, EPP- CoR Group (remote) and Ms Elzbieta POLAK,
President of Lubuskie Region, EPP-CoR Group.

Panel ll: Enhancing synergies between the recovery funds and the traditional EU funds:
key to a speedy recovery and resilience

The panel was moderated by Mr. Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the
European Committee of the Regions and President of West Pomerania Region, who focused
his intervention on the regional aspects of the RRF.

A debate followed with the special interventions by Mr. Ciprian CIUCU, Mayor of District 6 of
Bucharest, Mr Roman SZEXEMEJ, Mayor of Watbrzych and Ms Emilia BURY, Mayor of

Biatogard.




The following conclusions were drawn by Mr_José Manuel FERNANDESMEP, EPP
Coordinator for Budgets:

v" Need to revise the end date of the RRF;

v The Polish Government is missing the opportunities hence works against the
development of Poland;

v' The Polish Government did not listen to its local authorities which is indispensable for
the quality of the projects;

v" The Polish Government is afraid of transparency; no information available on the
projects;

v" The Rule of Law is not optional;
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Conference on

“Road to Recovery”

Friday, 7 October 2022
09:30 - 13:30 CET

Warsaw, Poland

Novotel Warszawa Centrum Hotel, Promenada Conference Room

Interpretation: EN PL

09:30 - 09:40

09:40 - 09:50

09:50 - 11:20

Welcoming speech

Andrzej HALICKI MEP, Head of the Polish Delegation in the EPP
Group

Special intervention by Donald TUSK, Chairman of Platforma

Obywatelska

Opening and introductory remarks by Siegfried MURESAN MEP,
Vice-Chair of the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working Group for

Budget and Structural Policies

Panel |
Involvement of local authorities in the design and implementation of

the Recovery Plan: lessons learnt

Opening by Janusz LEWANDOWSKI MEP, Vice-Chair of the

Committee on Budgets

Moderated by Jan OLBRYCHT MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group

Special interventions by

Carlos MOEDAS, Mayor of Lisbon (remote)

Rafat TRZASKOWSKI, Mayor of Warsaw, EPP-CoR Group

Kostas BAKOYANNIS, Mayor of Athens, EPP- CoR Group (remote)
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11:20 - 11:45

11:45-13:15

13:15-13:25

13:25 - 13:30

Speaker:
Elzbieta POLAK, President of Lubuskie Region, EPP-CoR Group

Open debate

Coffee Break

Panel Il
Enhancing synergies between the recovery funds and the traditional EU

funds: key to a speedy recovery and resilience

Opening by Andrzej HALICKI MEP, Head of the Polish Delegation in
the EPP Group

Moderated by Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in
the European Committee of the Regions and President of West

Pomerania Region

Special intervention by Ciprian CIUCU, Mayor of District 6 of

Bucharest

Speakers:
Roman SZELEMEJ, Mayor of Watbrzych
Emilia BURY, Mayor of Biatogard, EPP- CoR Group

Open debate
Concluding remarks by José Manuel FERNANDES MEP, EPP

Coordinator for Budgets

Closing remarks by Siegfried MURESAN MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP
Group, Chairman of the Working Group for Budget and Structural

Policies



Annex I
Media coverage
Summary:

Mr Donald Tusk had a large coverage and the logo of the Road to recovery was well visible
during his speech. The event itself was followed by media (all main media outlet followed)
although it was not qualified as a main political event of the day due to the protest of the local
governors in Warsaw.

Mr Siegfried Muresan tweets in Polish had an important impact, enough to be noticed and be
attacked by the right-wing media.

There were 2 ads published in Polish newspapers the day before the event, meaning Thursday
6.10.2022;

Gazeta Wyborcza — 58.000 prints + 296.000 online subscriptions
Fakt — 295.000 prints

https://gospodarka.dziennik.pl/news/artykuly/8563762,donald-tusk-kpo-zamrozenie-cen-energii-
bron-atomowa.html

https://www.tarnowska.tv/artykul/14046,tusk-to-jest-juz-teraz-czas-aby-ta-wladza-sklonila-pana-
glapinskiego-do-rezygnacji

http://300polityka.pl/live/2022/10/07/tusk-za-slowa-o-hitlerze-prezes-glapinski-powinien-wyleciec-
Ww-ciagu-godziny-z-urzedu/

https://dorzeczy.pl/opinie/354940/wojna-wyrazna-roznica-zdan-miedzy-komorowskim-a-
tuskiem.html

https://www.stefczyk.info/2022/10/07/tusk-nie-chce-broni-atomowej-w-polsce-z-tego-mogloby-
byc-cos-bardzo-zlego/

https://www.bankier.pl/wiadomosc/Tusk-mowi-sie-ze-samorzady-maja-dystrybuowac-wegiel-ale-
wegla-nie-ma-8419016.html

https://www.salon24.pl/newsroom/1256013,tusk-odcina-sie-od-slow-komorowskiego-jego-
wypowiedzi-nie-prezentuja-pogladow-po

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twzlwMtrhlo

https://www.tysol.pl/a92505-premier-ktory-szanuje-zasady-wiceszef-grupy-epl-zachwala-polakom-
tuska

https://www.wnp.pl/parlamentarny/wydarzenia/w-piatek-w-warszawie-konferencja-epl-na-temat-
planu-odbudowy-gospodarczej,630723.html|

https://radio.opole.pl/104,626510,w-piatek-w-warszawie-konferencja-epl-na-temat-pl

https://radio.opole.pl/104,626510,w-piatek-w-warszawie-konferencja-epl-na-temat-pl

https://dorzeczy.pl/amp/355081/muresan-agituje-za-tuskiem-rumunski-polityk-publikuje-wpis-po-
polsku.html
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https://wyborcza.pl/7,75398,28997420,donald-tusk-nasz-projekt-mrozacy-ceny-energii-jest-prosty-
i.html

Head of the Province Polak to discuss how to save EU National Recovery Plan funds in Warsaw with
Tusk and local government officials

wyborcza.pl - 09 Oct 2022 - Web

On Friday, Head of the Lubuskie Province Elzbieta Polak took part in a "Road to Recovery"
conference in Warsaw. It inaugurated an unprecedented project aimed at providing support to local
authorities in obtaining funds from the EU Recovery Fund. It was organised by members of the
European Parliament's special working group on monitoring the implementation of national recovery
plans from the European People's Party. Elzbieta Polak once again accepted Donald Tusk's
invitation. In addition to MEPs, the most opposition Polish local government officials turned up.
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