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Background:
In July 2022, the EPP Group Presidency approved the EPP_ Group Outreach and

Communication on the Management of the Resilience and Recovery Facility for EPP Mayors,

regional and local representatives that consists of dedicated events throughout Europe and a
High-Level event in Brussels. The series of events is organized under the title “Road to
Recovery”.

The events are organized in strong cooperation with the EPP Group in the European
Committee of the Regions (CoR) under the coordination of Siegfried MURESAN, Chairman of
the WG on Budget and Structural Policies and Vangelis MEIMARAKIS, Vice-Chairman of the
EPP Group responsible for the relations with CoR as well as with the respective head(s) of

national delegation.

The fourth event of the series took place in KoSice, Slovakia, on 26 May 2023 and gathered
more than 100 local and regional EPP leaders from Slovakia.

Thursday, 25 May 2023
The event started with a site visit to the Centre of Interdisciplinary Bioscience and Technology

(CNIC). The research centre is situated at the Faculty of Natural Science at UPJS University
and is joining forces of all local universities together with support of the city and EU funds to
boost innovation, research and education for students.

epp-outreach@ep.europa.eu - www.eppgroup.eu




The organizers and speakers, together with the Slovak delegations in the European
Parliament, had the opportunity for a first exchange during the working dinner hosted by Ivan
STEFANEC MEP. The dinner was marked by the presence of Archbishop Mons. Bernard
Bober, and Bishop Cyril Vasil, who had the opportunity to exchange a number of thoughts with
Mr Jan Olbrycht, Chair of the EPP Group Intercultural Dialogue.

Friday, 26 May 2023

Ivan STEFANEC MEP, Head of the Slovak delegation in the EPP Group, noted that KoSice is
a former European Culture Capital and Sport City before referencing a new industrial cluster
project to be funded from the RRF that will be presented in Brussels in June. The Slovak RRF
plan is solid thanks to the previous governments and must be implemented properly and

quickly, warranting cooperation between the European, regional, and local levels.
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Jaroslav POLACEK, Mayor of Kosice, said that Kosice is often overlooked because of its

distance to Bratislava. Successful absorption of EU funds is only possible through successful
cooperation. Referencing an upcoming green energy project to heat 80% of the city’s capacity,
he asked for support and argued we need to avoid creating obstacles to EU funds ourselves.
Instead, we need to simplify and streamline legislation for EU funds absorption.



Lucia GURBALOVA, Vice-Mayor of Kosice, President of the KDH for Kosice region, said it is
the regions that took Slovakia through previous years’ crises like COVID-19 and the war in

Ukraine. Since municipalities have great potential for innovation, cooperation, and
transformation, this is a unique opportunity to use RRF money to create a better future for our
citizens.

Siegfried MURESAN MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group in the EP, Chairman of the WG for
Budget and Structural Policies, said that European funds can help reform and modernise

regions, warranting cooperation with mayors, local, and regional elected officials. Thanks to
Mr. HEGER, Slovakia is among the countries that has attracted the most funds for people’s
priorities like education and healthcare, showing that people benefit whenever pro-European
and centre-right parties are in charge. RRF money must be used to help people and improve
resilience so that another pandemic cannot hit us as hard. This requires making our
economies stronger, more competitive, greener, and digital, including in public services like
education and healthcare. Recalling that Slovakia was among the first countries to submit a
plan to the Commission, he highlighted that it has already received two payments worth 2bn
EUR. Slovakia needs a government that is committed to reforms and commitments at EU level
because the RRF is not just a fund for investments but also a programme for reforms to
develop and improve our countries. In this regard, the EPP has been clear that RRF
implementation needs to be transparent, fast, and mindful of Mayors’ and local input.



Eduard HEGER, former Prime Minister of Slovakia, highlighted the enormous potential of the
region thanks to the hard-working and diligent people because successful people in Bratislava
are usually from the East. The RRF, which was a breakthrough because rarely before had

funds been conditioned by reforms, is marked by two specifics: pre-agreed priorities for all
Member States like climate change and digitalisation on the one hand and country-specific
reforms on the other. In terms of the latter, Slovakia decided to prioritise healthcare, education,
and innovation. Thanks to a focus on reforms, which previous governments neglected, the
Slovak plan was assessed as among the highest-quality ones. Because of judiciary and
education reforms, Slovakia is on its way to receiving a third RRF payment. At the same time,
the war in Ukraine has justified a plan modification because it is in our interest to have
democratic and safe neighbouring countries. On Ukraine’s EU candidate status, he argued
that accession should be individual rather than collective. More generally, the war also serves
to underscore the importance of cooperation and unity to achieve good results.

Arsen MELKUMYAN, Deputy Chairman of Uzhorod City Council, Ukraine, said the global
community has faced many changes like the pandemic and the war. Ukraine needs not only

weapons but also international cooperation. Noting that Uzhorod has hosted more than 30,000
internally displaced persons, he called for connecting Ukrainian and European railways, also
for the sake of transiting humanitarian aid. While Ukraine’s full integration into the EU will be
time-consuming process, we must work together on this necessary endeavour.



Panel I: Involvement of local authorities in the design and implementation of the
Recovery Plan: lessons learnt

Jan OLBRYCHT MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group in the EP, distinguished between
cohesion funds and RRF, which is different and limited in time in light of the target year of

2026. While stressing the importance of working with local governments, he noted that
European law does not oblige anyone to do so.

Rob JONKMAN, Alderman of the municipality of Opsterland, Netherlands, said the
geographical position of KoSice in a border region has enabled different nationalities to live

side by side, making it tolerant. He sketched a paradigm shift from shared management to
national centralisation without regard for regions. Most regional and local authorities are not
or hardly involved in the RRF implementation. Noting that an advisory body has been created
to ensure a structural dialogue with key stakeholders, he argued we need to reflect on how to
anchor the subsidiarity and multi-level governance principles in the EU Treaties and on how
to monitor it in practice.

Peter POLLAK MEP, Member of the Committee on Regional Development (REGI), said policy
makers need to visit regions and explain policies made in Brussels. The RRF may entail

obstacles, but countries like Slovakia will overcome them and emerge stronger and more
prosperous because the RRF is a unique opportunity to mitigate crisis impact and start key
reforms. The need for a proper implementation is not only stressed by past mismanagement
but also by inflation, the energy crisis, and the war in Ukraine. Examples of implementation
challenges include the inclusion of Roma children, infrastructure, and access to drinking water
and sewage.

Jan OLBRYCHT MEP asked Mr. OL’'HA whether cohesion funds or RRF money are
preferable.

FrantiSek OLCHA, Mayor of PreSov, said the EPP is a driving force in bringing together people

with the best intentions. Apart from helping countries, regions, and cities face crises, the RRF
must also deny extremists space for their agenda. Therefore, it is paramount to convey the
message across the EU that it will improve everyone’s life. At the same time, we need to avoid
building senseless things just for the sake of it, which is why priorities and local level
consultation are so important. The high proportion of marginalised Roma communities
illustrates that RRF money should be used for education. In this regard, he noted that large
cities have more resources and teachers, while challenges for smaller communities may
sometimes be insurmountable. Responding to the question, he said that cohesion funds are
more accessible and easier from a practical point, but the RRF is more suitable for long-term
objectives.

Jan OLBRYCHT MEP said this is about loans rather than grants and asked whether the RRF
would not be preferable from that perspective.

FrantiSek OLHA said this might be the case, but there are still benchmarks to be met, most
of which are not easy to implement. An example is thermal insulation without a clean
ownership certificate. The question of implementation highlights the importance of
communication with local governments.



Rob JONKMAN said that implementation is a challenge across the EU and expressed hope
that this would be a wake-up call for the Commission and the Member States to consult local
and regional authorities.

Peter POLLAK MEP agreed that good communication helps ensure that published calls

reflect the realities of local regions and municipalities.
An audience member noted that investments and reforms are both RRF pillars and asked

how governments can promote reforms.

Rob JONKMAN agreed this is a good point because a clear focus on reforms is missing in
the Commission’s July 2022 report, the European Semester, and the RRF.

FrantiSek OLPHA said that publishing simultaneous calls means there might not always be

enough financing, workers, and construction capacity because those interested might already
choose other projects.

Jan OLBRYCHT MEP said that reforms should be sustainable.

An audience member ask if the RRF takes minorities like the Roma into account.

Peter POLLAK MEP said he wished the government would think more about Roma

desegregation, while also noting the responsibilities of parents and schools.
Jan OLBRYCHT MEP recapped that it is crucial to have post-COVID funds subject to
conditions, requiring strong participation by local and regional governments, and to be mindful

of country specificities like Roma communities in Slovakia.
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Panel II: Enhancing digital and sustainable transformation: key to a speedy recovery,
competitiveness and jobs

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in CoR and President of West Pomerania
Region, said the EPP is the only European party that is actually based on the ground. After

Poland, Portugal, and Croatia, this is the fourth meeting on this topic. The Helsinki Declaration



last month confirmed that the middle class is crucial for competitiveness and innovation, which
was also reiterated in Munich earlier this month.

Mikulas DZURINDA, former Prime Minister of Slovakia, President of the Wilfried Martens
Centre for European Studies (WMCES), offered his perspective as a European and as a

Slovak. As a European, the RRF’s primary objective was to mitigate the pandemic’s impact
on citizens and companies and to incentivise national governments to start the reform process.
The RREF is also an opportunity for further European integration and federalisation. That is
positive because the global situation shows a war between superpowers, which Europe should
not be on the receiving end of. If Europe wants to remain competitiveness vis-a-vis the US
and China, we need to move forward.

As a Slovak, he said that the RRF’s success depend on Member States’ ability to design the
project, coordinate different stakeholders, ensure that public servants do their jobs right, and
involve regional and local governments. He also lauded action taken by MEPs in this regard,
in particular regarding budget and structural policies. At the same time, we need to move on
to research and innovation, start-ups, and Al. Undoubtedly, digitalisation plays an important
role here, which is crucial for education, healthcare, and public administration, making our
industries more competitive and promoting education. Recalling the Munich Political
Assembly, he noted that R&D, digitalisation, and innovation help face the challenges of
pollution and regional disparities.

Concluding, he stated that the WMCES came up with an initiative to offer expertise in seven
D groups: defence, decarbonisation, demography, democracy, deglobalisation, digitalisation,
and debt.

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ noted that local officials have proven their value in light of innovation,

R&D, digital transformation, and job creation.

Radim SRSEN, Deputy Minister of Regional Affairs, Mayor of the Municipality of Dolni
Studénky, Czech Republic, Member of EPP-CoR, said that his different identities as Mayor,
Deputy Minister, and CoR member should be complementary, recalling meetings and trips on
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post-pandemic recovery and calling for flexible subsidiarity. In terms of specific RRF projects,
he argued it is necessary to introduce digitalisation in both public administration and local
governments. Citizens need to have equal education access. Referencing connectivity and
digitalisation projects, he noted the basic problem of time for implementation and the risk of
duplication by cohesion funds and RRF, which warrants synergy and complementarity.
Olgierd GEBLEWICZ asked Mr. STRNAL how to solve challenges related to digitalisation
and competitiveness.

Michal STRNAL, Mayor of Oravska Polhora, (candidate on Chairman of the Association of

Cities), said he actually does not believe the Slovak RRF plan is as good as the previous panel
suggested and wondered if those writing it ever designed or implemented projects themselves.
More specifically, when the RRF plan was designed, regions’ needs were not sufficiently
researched. Addressing this facilitates the absorption of funds and allows for more efficient
and tangible outcomes, which shows that communication is a key problem.

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ asked MEP BILCIK about digital challenges in Europe.

Vladimir BILCIK MEP, Member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
(LIBE), replied that we can learn from our neighbours, that breaking down the larger digital

question helps solve practical issues, and that we need to apply the Digital Services Act to
tech giants in line with the principles of subsidiarity and transfer rights.
Olgierd GEBLEWICZ agreed that digital protection is necessary before noting that a triple of

politicians/science/business is necessary for competitiveness, which he asked the next
speaker to address.

Roman OROS, Head of the Business and Marketing Department of the Cassovia New
Industry Cluster (CNIC), presented a slideshow to articulate CNIC’s expertise in infrastructure,

technology, knowledge transfer, and additive manufacturing, noting the importance of talent
retention as well as cooperation between academia, the private sector, and municipalities.
Arguing that CNIC’s efforts are in line with EU ambitions like climate targets, he predicted it
would generate €2bn over the next ten years and urged decision makers to provide political
stability.

Olgierd GEBLEWICZ said we should not only appeal to politicians for political stability but
also to people to support pro-European, innovation-minded patrties like the EPP. He asked Mr.
KIRALVARGA about the role of business.

Miroslav KIRALVARGA, President of the National Employers Union (NEU), noted the NEU’s
ability to represent Slovakia and lauded Mr. HEGER’s role in the RRF preparation phase. The

key for success is every single Member State, because it is all about implementation. This
does not mean we have to spend all the money because it is not a gift and has to be repaid
instead. Meaningful investments need to improve the living environment and competitiveness
of Slovakia. A few years ago, Slovakia was unofficially called ‘a small tiger’ in Europe. We
must release this small tiger and let it grow. On the 7 Ds, he singled out digitalisation, which
has already been implemented but must be promoted to a higher level. Noted that smaller
regions may be less competitive, he noted the importance of infrastructure, ICT, institutions
like law enforcement, education, brain drain, and foreign investment.



Siegfried MURESAN MEP concluded the event by noting that the speeches and panels have
highlighted ideas for further action and underscored that pro-European, centre-right parties
pursue the right approach. Noting that investments depend on reforms in a short timeframe,

he said we need to work together for the sake of disbursing and absorbing funds transparently
because it is the people’s money.

The conference has been broadcasted live on https://road2recovery.eu/ and the video
recording is still active following the same link.




Annex |

Final program

Conference on “Road to Recovery”
Thursday, 25 May 2023

17:30 Site visit of the Centre of Interdisciplinary Bioscience and Technology (CNIC)
Meeting point: Jesenna 5, 040 01 Kosice

19:00 Dinner at HISTORICAL CELLAR - HOTEL ZLATY DUKAT
Location: Hlavna 16, 040 01 KoSice

Friday, 26 May 2023

08:30 Registration of participants

09:00-09:20 Welcome by

Ivan STEFANEC MEP, Head of the Slovak delegation in the EPP Group

Jaroslav POLACEK, Mayor of KoSice

Lucia GURBALOVA, Vice-Mayor of KoSice, President of the KDH for KoSice region
09:20-09:30 Introductory remarks by

Siegfried MURESAN MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group in the EP,

Chairman of the Working Group for Budget and Structural Policies

09:30-10:00 Keynote speech
Eduard HEGER, Former Prime Minister of Slovakia

10:00-11:20 Panel |
Involvement of local authorities in the design and implementation of the Recovery Plan:
lessons learnt

Moderated by
Jan OLBRYCHT MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group in the EP
Opening by

Rob JONKMAN, Alderman of the municipality of Opsterland, Netherlands, Member of
EPP-CoR

Special intervention by

Lubo$ JANCIK, State Secretary of Ministry of Finance of the Slovak Republic
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11:20-11:50

11:50-13:10

13:10-13:30

11

Speakers:

Arsen MELKUMYAN, Deputy Chairman of Uzhorod City Council, Ukraine
Peter POLLAK MEP, Committee on Regional Development (REGI)

FrantiSek OLHA, Mayor of PreSov

Open debate

Coffee Break

Panel Il
Enhancing digital and sustainable transformation: key to a speedy recovery,

competitiveness and jobs

Moderated by
Olgierd GEBLEWICZ, President of the EPP Group in the European Committee of the

Regions and President of West Pomerania Region

Opening by

Radim SRSEN, Deputy Minister of Regional Affairs, Mayor of the Municipality of Dolni
Studénky, Czech Republic, Member of EPP-CoR

Special intervention by
Mikulas DZURINDA, Former Prime Minister of Slovakia, President of the Wilfried
Martens Centre for European Studies (WMCES)

Speakers:

Michal STRNAL, Mayor of Oravska Polhora, (candidate on Chairman of the Association
of Cities)

Vladimir BILCIK MEP, Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

Roman OROS, Head of the Business and Marketing Department of the Cassovia New
Industry Cluster (CNIC), Member of Board of Directors

Miroslav KIRALVARGA, President of the National Employers Union

Open debate

Concluding remarks by

Siegfried MURESAN MEP, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group, Chairman of the Working Group
for Budget and Structural Policies

Lunch, Kasarne Kulturpark



Young Members Network event

After the Road to Recovery conference, a ceremony was held to award diplomas to the
winners of the essay competition entitled "30 Years of the Single Market", for high schools and
universities, in the presence of lvan STEFANEC MEP, Head of the Slovak delegation in the
EPP Group, and Siegfried MURESAN MEP, Chair of the WG Budget and Structural Policies,
and members of the EPP Group Young Members Network.
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Media coverage

[Insert introductory paragraph]

&

Europoslanec Ivan Stefanec. PHOTO: © European Union.-EP.

lvan Stefanec: Slovenské regiony dostanu
Sancu na rozvoj vdaka Fondu obnovy a
odolnosti

mam 23/05/2023 EKONOMIKA, SPOTREBITEL, TOP, ZAUJIMAVOSTI

Share

Kosice budu v piatok 26. 5. 2023 hostit’ vyznamnu konferenciu eurépskeho formatu
,Cesta k obnove* organizovanu Eurépskou l'udovou stranou. Udalost’ nadvazuje
na konferencie v portugalskom Lisabone a chorvatskom Zahrebe. O nasmerovanie
konferencie na Slovensko sa zasluzil slovensky europoslanec a veduci slovenskej
delegéacie pri Eurdpskej ludovej strane Ivan Stefanec (KDH). Jej ciefom je priblizit
moznosti Fondu obnovy a odolnosti europskym regionom. Na podujati nebudu chybat
podpredsedovia Eurdpskej fudovej strany, byvali premiéri, zastupcovia Statu, ale aj
samosprav z Ceska, Polska, Holandska, trnavsky Zupan, ko$icky a preSovsky primator,
odborna verejnost, ¢i dalSi europoslanci.

,Obyvatelia Eurépskej tnie budi mat prospech z verejnych investiénych projektov
financovanych z Fondu obnovy a odolnosti. Tato podpora je velkou Sancou aj pre
slovenské regiony. Ide najma& o urychlenie ekologického a digitalneho prechodu
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smerujuceho k lepSej buducnosti budicej generacie. Ruska bezprecedentna agresia voci
Ukrajine ném ukéazala, Zze musime posilnit strategickt autonémiu EU zniZenim zavislosti
od ruskych fosilnych paliv posunom k udrzatelnym ciefom do roku 2030. Posilnenie
odolnosti  podporou digitalnej agendy bude chranit naSe pracovné miesta a
konkurencieschopnost’ inovacii na globalnej trovni,“ vyjadril sa europoslanec.

Centrum KoSic, dom sv. Alzbety. PHOTO: TASR.

Konferencia na tému ,Cesta k obnove*

red 24/05/2023 LUDIA

Share

Dna 26.05.2023 sa v metropole vychodu bude konat konferencia Europskej fudovej
strany (EPP) v Eurépskom parlamente (EP) a Eurépskom vybore regionov (CoR) na tému
implementacie planu obnovy a odolnosti s nazvom ,Cesta k obnove / Road to
Recovery*“

Cielfom planu obnovy je zmiernit hospodarsky a socialny vplyv pandémie koronavirusu na
Clenské Staty. Na konferencii v KoSiciach vystupia byvaly premiér Slovenskej
republiky Eduard Heger (Demokrati), statny tajomnik MF Lubos Jancik (Ofano),
byvaly premiér Slovenskej republiky Mikulas Dzurinda (Modri), europoslanec Ivan
Stefanec (KDH), europoslanec Vladimir Biléik (Demokrati), europoslanec Peter
Pollak (Olano), a dal'Si zastupitelia samosprav.

Plan obnovy a odolnosti (RRF) je hlavnym nastrojom programu ,NextGenerationEU* pre
znizovanie socialneho a ekonomického dopadu COVID-19 na &lenské $taty. DalSou
prioritou v ramci planu obnovy je priprava na vyzvy a moznosti pri prechode na zelenu
a digitalnu transformaciu. Momentalne narodné plany obnovy a odolnosti su schvalené
Clenskymi Statmi, a vyuzitie finanénych prostriedkov je monitorované Eurdpskym
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parlamentom. NajvySSi predstavitelia EP wvytvorili pracovnu skupinu Eurépskeho
parlamentu, ktora pomaha monitorovat’ implementaciu RRF.

V ramci implementéacie RRF v celej EU iniciovala skupina EPP v Eurépskom parlamente
v spolupraci s Eurépskym vyborom regionov jedinecny projekt. Hlavnym cielom tohto
projektu je poskytnut' podporu starostom, regionalnym a miestnym zastupcom EPP v
Clenskych Statoch. Stane sa tak vdaka sérii podujati s nazvom ,Cesta
k obnove®, Hlavnymi témami konferencie budu zapojenie lokalnych samosprav pri
implementacii planu obnovy a konkurencieschopnost pre posilnenie  digitalnej
a udrzatelnej transformacie. Ugastnici konferencie budi mat unikatu prileZitost zdéraznit
svoje vlastné priority a vymenit si nazory i so zahrani¢énymi europoslancami ako napriklad
Siegfriedom Muresanom (Podpredseda poslaneckého klubu EPP a spravodajca
Europskeho parlamentu pre nastroj na obnovu a odolonosti). Europoslanec Sigfried
Muresan o podujati povedal: ,,Fond obnovy a odolnosti je kftiéovym néstrojom EU na
zotavenie sa z postpademickej krizy a modernizéciu nasich hospodarstiev. Dalej sltii ako
pomoc ludom Ukrajiny proti ruskému vplyvu. 64 percent prostriedkov sluzi na prechod ku
digitalizacii a udrzatelnosti. Plan obnovy a udrzatelnosti (RRF) pomaha Slovensku
ekonomicky rast a zaroveri vytvara pracovné moZznosti, ktoré zlepSuju hospodarku,
socialnu a institucionélnu odolnost. TeSime sa na udalost' ,Cesta k obnove® v KoSiciach,
ktora zdruzZuje miestnych a regionalnych zastupcov, ktori disponuju informaciami z prvej
ruky ako plan obnovy a odolnosti pomaha slovenskym obCanom. Verime, Ze uspech
slovenského RRF bude prikladom na zvladanie kriz a zaroveri prinesie pokrok. “

Veduci slovenskej narodnej delegacie poslaneckého klubu EPP, europoslanec lvan
Stefanec sa ku konferencii vyjadril nasledovne:, Obyvatelia EU budt prosperovat
z verejnych investicnych projektov financovanych z planu obnovy a odolnosti. Verejné
financie najmé urychlia ekologické a digitalne zmeny pre lepsiu buddcnost’ buddcej
generacie. Bezprecedentna ruska agresia proti Ukrajine nam ukazala, Ze musime posilnit
strategicku autonémiu EU znizenim zavislosti od ruskych fosilnych paliv a posunom
k udrzatelnym cielom do roku 2030. Podpora digitalnej agendy mdézZe podporit nase
pracovné miesta a konkurencieschopnost' v oblasti inovacii na globalnej urovni.*”
Konferencia sa bude konat 26.05.2023 v KosSiciach v Kasarne Kulturpark na
Kukuéinovej 2 od 08:30 do 13:30.
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PR &lanky
1.6.2023 07:00

Cesta k obnove

RRF BrifingZdroj: EPP Group
PR ¢lanok

Ulozit’ ¢lanok

Ostatny piatok sa v metropole vychodu sa konala konferencia Eurépskej fudovej strany
(EPP) v Eurépskom parlamente (EP) a Eurdpskom vybore regionov (CoR) na tému

implementacie planu obnovy a odolnosti s nazvom ,,Cesta k obnove / Road to Recovery*.
PocCas konferencie si vymienali skusenosti a pohlady politici na vSetkych urovniach
riadenia, zastupcovia Statnej spravy, samospravy ale aj zamestnavatelia a vyskumnici zo
6 europskych krajin. Konferencie v KoSiciach sa zucastnili dvaja byvali premiéri
Slovenskej republiky Eduard Heger (Demokrati)a MikuldaS Dzurinda (Modri),
europoslanec Ivan Stefanec (KDH), europoslanec Vladimir Biléik (Demokrati),
europoslanec Peter Pollak (Ofano), europoslanec Sigfried Muresan (PNL,
Rumunsko) a mnohi dalsi.

Hlavny iniciator myslienky a veduci Slovenskej delegacie eurdpskych poslancov pri
Eurdpskej ludovej strane, Ivan Stefanec hovori: ,Ako europoslanec  citim
spoluzodpovednost za tuspesné a efektivne Cerpanie tohto mimoriadne dbélezitého balika.

Bohuzial v stuc¢asnosti vnimam, Ze naSa byvala viada pracuje viac na predvolebnom PR
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ako skuto¢nych vysledkoch. Aj preto som vnimal ako klfucové vytvorit platformu pre
vyslanie signalu, Ze sa pravicovi lidri dokazu zjednotit pri témach, ktoré vytvaraju skutocné
hodnoty pre obyvatelov, zamestnanost’ a konkurencieschopnost.

Plan obnovy a odolnosti (RRF) je hlavnhym nastrojom programu ,NextGenerationEU* pre
znizovanie socialneho a ekonomického dopadu COVID-19 na Clenské Staty. Slovenska
republika ma tak moznost Cerpat az 6.3 miliardy eur v priebehu 6 rokov, ¢o predstavuje
6.7 percenta HDP. Ako vSak dodava Michal Strnal, byvaly kandidat na predsedu
Zdruzenia obci a miest Slovenska: ,Aj napriek tomu, Ze uz takmer 30 percent je na naSich
penazi je nacerpanych, ani jedno euro eSte nie je realne Cerpané. Pri rychlosti, akou
Cerpame eurofondy kedy hrozi Ze prideme o 4 miliardy eur, tieto Cisla nie st pozitivne, ale

alarmujuce!”
2 RRF auditoriumZdroj: EPP Group

Na tlaCovej konferencii poslanci EP a lidri pravicovych stran opatovne zdéraznili
ddlezitost spajania sil na slovenskej politickej scéne. Podujatie potvrdilo, Zze spolupraca
medzi slovenskymi stredo-pravymi politikmi je ta spravna cesta.

V ramci implementacie RRF v celej EU realizuje skupina EPP v Eurépskom parlamente v
spolupraci s Eurépskym vyborom regiénov tento jedine€ny projekt v mnohych krajinach
EU. Po Portugalsku, Polsku a Chorvatsku zavital tento projekt aj na Slovensko. Dalsie

stretnutia sa planuju v Nemecku, Spanielsku a Slovinsku.

KOSICESPRAVODAJSTVO
TEREZIA COKOTOVA, 26.05.2023 | 13:39

Délezita je komunikacia so samospravami.

V Kosiciach sa dnes stretli slovenski politici aj europoslanci, aby spolu s predstavitelmi
vychodoslovenskych samosprav diskutovali o Plane obnovy a
odolnosti. Europoslanec Ivan Stefanec uviedol, Ze bez nich by sa tieto napady nemohli
realizovat’

Je dblezité, aby sa tieto prostriedky vyuZili tak, ako su nastavené pre digitalizdciu,
zlepSenie zivotného prostredia, pre oblast’ zdravotnictva, pre oblast predovsetkym
vedy, vzdelavania. V KoSiciach mame tieZ unikatne projekty, ktoré su pripravené cCerpat’
prostriedky z Planu obnovy, napriklad novy priemyselny klaster, ktory bude o dva
tyZzdne  tiez  prezentovany v Bruseli @ Prave  preto  potrebujeme  naSu
spolupracu, potrebujeme spolupracu medzi eurdpskou, narodnou a komunalnou
urovriou a samozrejme aj nas jednotny pristup.”
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Cielom Planu obnovy je zmiernit’ socialny a ekonomicky dopad pandémie na élenské
Staty Eurépskej unie. Viac ako 30 vyziev je pritom smerovanych do samosprav.

(“eppCoR

“¥r¥ApT0
RECOVERY |

7 :
Politici, europoslanci a predstavitelia samosprév diskutovali o Plane obnovy / KOSICE ONLINE

Pri tvorbe sa podfa byvalého premiéra Eduarda Hegera prihliadalo na dve priority —
vzdelavanie a zdravotnictvo:

» Tou tretou najddleZitejSou prioritou v ramci vzdelavania je veda, vyskum, inovacie. Mame
rézne programy na podporu rozvoja vzdelavania prave tu, na vychode, aten
délezity vzdelavaci klaster, ktory z Planu obnovy chceme podporovat’ a budovat,
bude prispievat’ do rozvoja celého vychodného Slovenska a, dovolim si povedat,
do rozvoja celého Slovenska.”

Europoslanec Peter Pollak doplnil, Ze Plan obnovy je dalSim dékazom toho, pre¢o bol
vstup Slovenska do Eurépskej unie dobrym rozhodnutim:

,Vo v8etkych tych krizach, ktoré teda Slovensko postihli, ale aj celt Eurdpu, je Plan
obnovy prostriedkom k tomu, aby Slovensko naozaj vySlo ztychto kriz silnejsSie,
prosperujucejSie a teda, aby bolo krajinou, ktora raz bude tspesnou nielen v Europe, ale
aj vo svete. Na jednej strane sme jedna z krajin, ktora bola najviac pripravena na Plan
obnovy aj to ¢erpanie je dobré, ale stale nie sme na konci. Mame eSte naozaj velmi
daleku, velmi dlhu cestu k tomu, aby sme dosiahli uspech, ktory vSetci oCakavame. Verim,
Ze sa nam to podari.”

Prioritou vramci Planu obnovy je aj priprava pri prechode na zelenu a digitalnu
transformaciu.

Konferencia EPP v

Kosiciach priblizila
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plan obnovy
samospravam

Na snimke europoslanec Ivan Stefanec. Foto: TASR - Jaroslav Novak

Projekt v ramci implementacie Planu obnovy a
odolnosti (RRF) v celej Eurépskej unii (EU)
iniciovala skupina EPP v Eurépskom parlamente
v spolupraci s Eurépskym vyborom regiénov.

TASR

KoSice 26. maja (TASR) - Zapojenie lokalnych samosprav pri implementacii planu obnovy
a konkurencieschopnost pre posilnenie digitalnej a udrzatelnej transformacie bolo
hlavnou témou piatkovej konferencie Eurdpskej fudovej strany (EPP) v KoSiciach s
nazvom Cesta k obnove/Road to Recovery. Séria podujati s rovhomennym nazvom ma
poskytnut' podporu starostom, regionalnym a miestnym zastupcom EPP v ¢€lenskych
Statoch.
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"Zmyslom konferencie je diskutovat o tom, ako unikatne prostriedky z planu obnovy
priblizit obéanom spolu so samospravou, lebo tu potrebujeme na to, aby zrealizovali
véetky dobré népady," povedal na tlagovej konferencii europoslanec lvan Stefanec (KDH).
Podla jeho slov je délezité, aby sa prostriedky vyuZili na to, na ¢o su nastavené. V
Kosiciach je to napriklad aj novy priemyselny klaster.

Projekt v ramci implementéacie Planu obnovy a odolnosti (RRF) v celej Eurdpskej unii (EU)
iniciovala skupina EPP v Europskom parlamente v spolupraci s Europskym vyborom
regionov.

RRF je hlavnym nastrojom programu NextGenerationEU na zniZovanie socialneho a
ekonomického dosahu COVID-19 na &lenské Staty. DalSou prioritou je priprava na vyzvy
a moznosti pri prechode na zelenu a digitalnu transformaciu. Momentalne su narodné
plany obnovy a odolnosti schvalené Clenskymi Statmi. Vyuzitie finanénych prostriedkov je
monitorované Eurépskym parlamentom.

1. TREND.sk
2. Spravy

Konferencia Europskej Pudovej strany -
Cesta k obnove

ot ARm Cepp W
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Zdroj: Eur6psky parlament

dnes 0:00 | Koncom maja sa v metropole vychodu sa konala konferencia Eurépskej
fudovej strany (EPP) v Euré6pskom parlamente (EP) a Eurépskom vybore regiénov (CoR)
na tému implementacie planu obnovy a odolnosti s nazvom ,,Cesta k obnove / Road to
Recovery*.

20



Pocas konferencie si vymienali skisenosti a pohlady politici na vSetkych urovniach riadenia,
zastupcovia Statnej spravy, samospravy ale aj zamestnavatelia a vyskumnici zo 6 eurépskych
krajin. Konferencie v KoSiciach sa zu€astnili dvaja byvali premiéri Slovenskej republiky
Eduard Heger (Demokrati) a Mikulas Dzurinda (Modri), europoslanec Ivan
Stefanec (KDH), europoslanec Vladimir Biléik (Demokrati), europoslanec Peter
Pollak (Olano), europoslanec Sigfried Muresan (PNL, Rumunsko) a mnohi dalsi.

llustraéné foto

Hlavny iniciator myslienky a veduci Slovenskej delegacie eurdpskych poslancov pri Europskej
ludovej strane, lvan Stefanec hovori: ,Ako europoslanec citim spoluzodpovednost za
uspedné a efektivne Cerpanie tohto mimoriadne délezZitého balika. Bohuzial v stc¢asnosti
vnimam, Ze naSa byvala vlada pracuje viac na predvolebnom PR ako skuto¢nych vysledkoch.
Aj preto som vnimal ako kltucové vytvorit platformu pre vyslanie signalu, Ze sa pravicovi lidri
dokazu zjednotit pri témach, ktoré vytvaraju skutocné hodnoty pre obyvatelov, zamestnanost’
a konkurencieschopnost.

Plan obnovy a odolnosti (RRF) je hlavnhym nastrojom programu ,NextGenerationEU* pre
zniZzovanie socialneho a ekonomického dopadu COVID-19 na Clenské Staty. Slovenska
republika ma tak moznost Cerpat az 6.3 miliardy eur v priebehu 6 rokov, ¢o predstavuje 6.7
percenta HDP. Ako vSak dodava Michal Strnal, byvaly kandidat na predsedu ZdruZenia obci
a miest Slovenska: ,Aj napriek tomu, Ze uzZ takmer 30 percent je na naSich pefiazi je
nacerpanych, ani jedno euro eSte nie je realne Cerpané. Pri rychlosti, akou ¢erpame eurofondy
kedy hrozi Zze prideme o4 miliardy eur, tieto Cisla nie su pozitivne, ale alarmujuce!”

Na tlacovej konferencii poslanci EP alidri pravicovych stran opatovne zdoraznili
délezitost spajania sil na slovenskej politickej scéne. Podujatie potvrdilo, Ze spolupraca
medzi slovenskymi stredo-pravymi politikmi e ta spravna cesta.

V ramci implementacie RRF v celej EU realizuje skupina EPP v Eurépskom parlamente v
spolupraci s Eurépskym vyborom regionov tento jedinecny projekt v mnohych krajinach EU.
Po Portugalsku, Polsku a Chorvatsku zavital tento projekt aj na Slovensko. DalSie stretnutia
sa planuju v Nemecku, Spanielsku a Slovinsku.
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